


BUSINESS IN FRANCE?

Businessmen interested in developing trade with France will find it worth
their while to discuss their plans with us. Barclays Bank (France) Limited,
the largest British Bank in France, has twelve branches there as well as one
in Monaco and two in Algeria; and it is of course an integrated part of the
vast network of the Barclays Group. In London Barclays staff understand
the problems and possibilities of overseas trade. In France Barclays staff,
both British and French, know the country well.

The manager of your nearest branch will be glad to explain more fully how
our knowledge of France can be of help to you. Alternatively, please get in
touch with any of our specialised Foreign branches:

London : Chief Foreign Branch, 168 Fenchurch Street, EC3
West End Foreign Branch, 1 Pall Mall East, SW1

Foreign Branches also at Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Cardiff, Ipswich, Liverpool,
Luton, Manchester, Newcastle upon Tyne, Nottingham, Reading and Southampton

% BARCLAYS BANK

Money is our business —throughout the world

November, 1965

The
Williams
Hudson
Group

Samuel Williams & Sons Ltd.

John Hudson & Co. Ltd.

Hudson Steamship Co. Ltd.
Williams Hudson Developments Lid.

Samuel WI"Iams only 12 miles from the heart of London have a 400

acre site equipped [or most aspects of cargo handling and storage. Excellent road
and rail facilities make Dagenham Dock easily accessible, both to the shipper and
the receiver.

The Company's wharves and jetties can accept vessels up to 15,000 tons d.w. and
tankers up to 35,000 d.w. and specialise in handling all dry and liquid bulk
cargoes. I['you have a handling or storage problem please consult Samuel Williams &
Sons Ltd., & Lloyds Avenue, London, £.C.5. Rovar 3171 and Dagenham Dock DoMINION 4555.
(Subsidiary) The Dagenham Lighterage Co. Lid.
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Better Handling - Longer Life - Lower Costs

MARLOW
H.T. & P.H,D. TERYLENE

MARLOW
NELSON POLYPROPYLENE

MARLOW

speczalzse I

SVNTHETIG ROPES e e

A 3-strand or 8-strand Multiplait

USE H.T’s ON-THE-SPOT |
| TEGHNIGAL SERVICE. in all sizes

We'll be glad to in-

spect board : - 7 W Wi T ; §
Gk T e T
-ally, and t id = - F -
[ fliachice e el ROPEMAKERS LTD
?igrcliblrecommenda— _.l;_-. _:_". ) & Marlow Hf)use - Lloyds Avenue London E.C.3
S O S SENC S G TN GG s S el ROYal 6044 (6 lines) Grams: Tipsan London EC:C

S U N T U G S FOR THAMES, COASTAL,

AND CONTINENTAL

TOWAGE

SERVICES AT PORT OF LONDON
Stevedoring - Agency

Services from

PACIFIC COAST PORTS OF CANADA & U.S.A.

Prince Westcott Joint Service LONDON TO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
FURNESS, WITHY & [:[]- LTD and associated Companies

FURNESS HOUSE, 56 LEADENHALL STREET, LOMNDON, E.C.3. Tel: ROYal 2525
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Millions of Gallons

of Wines & Spirits

ideally stored and
blended in

GLASS-LINED
CONCRETE VATS

MANY BRITISH AND CONTI- . , : .: GENERAL ENGINEERS
NENTAL REFERENCES - . ;

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
: £ ¢ ; .. IRON AND STEEL FOUNDERS
FOR FREE ADVICE, LAY- 1 i : ;

OUTS, ESTIMATES AND : L #8 STRUCTURAL STEEL ENGINEERS
BORSARI : . ! REPRESENTATIVE'S VISIT ; ; b ;
UVER unl,l::l Gis. BULK Wi RAGE IN LONDON PLEASE APPLY TO:

TO LARGE AND SMALL VESSELS

Launch of one of two self-propelled dr cdg ing hopper-
barges bullt at North Woolwich for the P.LA,
These vessels are the largest to be built and launched

BORSARI & CO. " HARLAND anpo WOLFF

bt : Telegrams LIMITED
ZOLLIKON - ZURICH - SWITZERLAND

Telephone
Hafwoffciondonﬁfé NORTH WOOLWICH LONDON E.I6 e ot

Also Ship and Engine Repair Establishments at BELFAST, LIVERPOOL and SOUTHAMPTON

M 1534

Continental K@ & Coastwise SHIP TOWAGE (LONDON) LTD.

Motor Barge Owners  Tug and Lightermen 21, Mincing Lane, E.C.3.

Coastal & River Motor Barges Trading Thames, Medway, East & South-East Coasts. Transhipment Specialists

Managing the Combined

i Telephones:
. Fleets of: ; _
Wharflngers & Warehousemen : g 3 LONDON : MAN 3393.5
. . b v GRAVESEND : 4227
With Extensive facilities at Rochester, Colchester, Whitstable and Rainham (Kent) WILLIAM WATKINS, .

KING GEORGE V DOCK
Secure and Commodious Transit Sheds. Over 2,000,000 cu. ft. Covered Storage LTD.

(PIERHEAD):
CUSTOMS FACILITIES <+ SHIPS’ AGENTS

ALBERT DOCK 2668
THE ELLIOTT STEAM

THE TUG CO. LTD. Telegrams:

GAMECOCK TUGS E i > Sy : TOWAGE, LONDON, E.C.
L o N D 0 N & R 0 G H ES T LTD. - TOWAGE GRAVESEND

COMPANY LIMITED

T Y Hibernia 225 i

Siher O . LARGE FLEET OF POWERFUL TUGS WITH EQUIPMENT INCLUDING
Head Office: London Office: ther Offices at:
Canal fz:oad' Rochester, Kent 30-33 Minories, London, E.C.3. Whitstable RADAR RIT VHF D’F

Colchester
Tel.: Royal 8531 (5 lines) B 1
Tk Medwiy; 135416 'Grams: Coasting London Telex Ma;;zs,?;,':,: SALVAGE AND FIRE PUMPS HOSE FOR SUPPLYING STEAM

"Grams: Barges, Rochester Telex 23711 i b FOR RIVER AND SEA TOWAGES
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“AMAZON". “ARAGON"", “ARLANZA" are fully air-conditioned and fitted with anti-roll stabilisers

et * 4t
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To SOUTH AMERICA
BRAZIL * URUGUAY * ARGENTINA

Also frequent sailings to West Indies,
Spanish Main, Central America and

North Pacific Coast of U.S.A. and Canada.
Sunshine Cruises to Medlferranean,
Northern Capitals, Atlantic Islands and
West Indies by “Andes™ (27,000 tons)
from Southampton.

Apply to your Travel Agent or

LONDON ; America House, Cockspur Street,
S.W.1. WHitehall 9646

@ LIVERPOOL :The Pacific Steam Navigation
Co., Pacific Building, James Street, 2
CENtral 8251

® BIRMINGHAM : Royal Mail House

2 Calthorpe Road. EDGbaston 3821

® GLASGOW 69 Buchanan Street, C.1
CENtral 0925

® MANCHESTER :1 .3 Clarence Street,
Albert Square, 2. CENtral 4302 /4

PETROFINA

(G T. BRIEFARNYSEEMIERE D

One of the
international Petrofina
Group of Companies

DISTRIBUTORS IN GREAT BRITAIN OF

MARINE BUNKERS & LUBRICANTS
AVIATION FUELS + MOTOR FUELS « FUEL OILS
PARAFFINS - MOTOR 0ILS
AGRICULTURAL FUELS & LUBRICANTS
INDUSTRIAL LUBRICANTS « WHITE SPIRIT

PETROFINA HOUSE
YORK ROAD
LONDON SE1

MADE SPECIALLY BY THE

LONDON SPINNING GO. LTD.

FOR THE

PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY

stay stronger—Ilonger!

SITES ON

NORTH THAM ESID E ® 4 miles from Tilbury

Apply to: WEST THURROCK ESTATE, ciss's whare,

WEST THURROCK, nr. GRAYS, ESSEX. (GRAYS THURROCK 3814-5).

and 20 from London.

® Private sidings on British
Railways and private Jetties
on Thames for occupiers traffic.

@ Large local labour supply available
in the Thurrock and Aveley districts.

® The new Thames road tunnel and Orbital
roads adjoin the Estate and further improve
the already excellent communications by road,
rail and sea.
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F.T. EVERARD & soNs LD B |JE

NEW ZEALAND
SOUTH AFRICA
SOUTH AMERICA

familiar throughout PORTUGAL
NORTH PACIFIC

the Ports of the World COAST

——— e

m.t. Anteriority leaving Fawley Refinary

6-8 Fenchurch Buildings, London, E.C.3. ——

Albion House, Leadenhall Street, London E.C.3. Tel: ROYal 4567 Passenger office: 3, Lower Regent Street, London, S.W.15iTel: WHitehall 2266

THE WHARF, GREENHITHE, KENT. S

SHIPOWNERS & TANK INSTALLATION AT CH2Z23
TANK-SHIP GREENHITHE-ALL CLASSES .

OWNERS OF BUL
K LIQUIDS STORED THE FASTER, SAFER

SERVING OIL TRANSFERRED FORK LIFT TRUCK
MEDITERRANEAN i D) DEST'NAT]ONS New, faster, safer —the CH.23. Faster because

fully laden —over 23 cwt.—it lifts at 35 ft. per

SCANDINAVIAN TH ROUGHOUT THE minuteand travels at upto 7 m.p.h. Safe because

of “deadman' brake that stays “"ON" until the

driver is seated, Safe again because pedal con-
BALTIC COU NTRY BY trol makes inching impossible unless the driver
is on his seat. Pedal operated accelerator
CO NTlNENTAL SEA gives smooth, seven step accele-
’ ration., Other features
include exceptional lock, L
& COASTWISE ROAD and adjustable height and rake of steering column,
greaserless steering joints, two independent  “~—

PO RTS IN LA N D WATE R braking systems, etc. Write for details of this new

B.E.V. Fork Lift Truck, the CH.23.

Telephone: Royal 8181 (10 lines) Telex: 22691 Telegrams: Everaship London E.C.3. WI N G ROVE & ROG ERS L l D

dTelephone: Greenhithe 2345 (6 lines) Telex: 21519 Telegrams: Everaship Greenhithe ACORNFIELD ROAD . KIRKBY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE . Nr. LIVERPOOL
and at Glasgow, Grangemouth, Newcastle, Hull and Humber ports, Great Yarmouth, Plymouth, Telephone: SIMONSWOOD 2631/2 Sl COMPONENTS: e

GUEI’I’ISE)F, Limerick, Bromborough and MEI’SEV ports. and Paramount House, 75 Uxbridge Road, Ealing, London, W.5, Telephone: EALing 7046/7
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e B THE CRANE THAT CHANGED
Linking UNITED KINGDOM 2 T | DOGKLAND |

NORTH EUROPEAN PORTS with
SOUTH and EAST AFRICA
SOUTH WEST AFRICA (Separate Direct Service)
ADEN and FAR EAST
ADEN and SABAH (Direct Service)
PORTUGAL, MEDITERRANEAN, LEVANT and BLACK SEA
s EGYPT, RED SEA PORTS and PERSIAN GULF
% INDIA, PAKISTAN, GEYLON and BURMA
* AUSTRALIA

* These destinations also NEW ZEALAND linked by regular services with Canada and U.S.A.

THE CITY LINE LTD.
15 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, 0.2
HALL LINE LTD.
Tower Bullding, Liverpoo
ELLERMAN & BUCKNALL 51 EB.M!:HIT‘ CO. LTD.
12/20 Bamomile Street, London, E.C.3
ELLERMAN & PAPAYANNI LINES LTD
Towear Building, Liverpool, 3
WESTCOTT & LAURANCE l.lNE LTD.

12/20 Camaomile St

PARSONS-SHEIRY

‘MARINE HOSE DERRICKS

11 UNITS, 44 CONNECTIONS, FABRICATED & ERECTED

& SON LIMITED

4 : e 3 e R o G .
In Association with: i | : ‘Photograph by courtesy of the Port of London Authority)
1 |

PARSONS, BRINCKERHOFF, QUADE & DOUGLAS, & EDWARD S. SHEIRY, ENGINEERS, N. YORK

An installation of our DD2 dockside cranes at the Surrey Commercial Docks
FOR THE

of the Port of London Authority.

REGENT REFINING CO. LTD., == ] The DD2 can be supplied with capacities from 3 to 10 tons with radii to suit
PEMBROKE, SOUTH WALES | & : i _ the port requirements. They can also be equipped for ring discharge grabbing.

I — 1 PAT . Ne
MAIN CONTRACTOR. BECHTEL INTERNATIONAL LTD. | ; 29 22446

. .W. FARMER & SON LTD: LEWISHAM, LONDON SE13ENGLAND i STOTHERT & PlTT LTD Of BATH

FABRICATORS OF STRUCTURAL STEELWORK, COURTHILL RD., LONDON, S.E. 13 Tel: LEE Green 4334 (11 Lines) London Office: 21 Tothill Street, 8.W.1.
LIMITED
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It’s loads easier
with a

L aly Ly il In docks and harbours, ports and
- ”FRSTESTTRANSI "ME . _ terminals the world over— from
- TRViLOE InAlgll IHL & QUlCKEST OUT TURN Lerwick in the Shetlands to
h ! ¢ ¥~x DPEMEDR ' Rodriques Island in the Indian
ED H_ICII.ITIES for GENERAL,: -REFRIGERATEB, LiQuip Ocean-—Jones cranes are at work
i and CGNTAINER cARGOEs | cutting the cost of handling cargoes
. that range from coconuts to
._ computers.
But it’s in the Port of London that
vou'll find the biggest concentration
of Jones cranes. And that's the way
it should be. It is only natural that
the world’s greatest port should
take full advantage of the world’s
finest mobile cranes.
For precision, reliability and
sustained heavy duty—no other
crane can compare with a Jones.

Jones Cranes at Sheerness Havbour unloading oranges

i’ Jones Cranes are distributed throughout the U.K. hy
El][” George Cohen Machinery Ltd., Wood Lane, London, W.12

‘.. ROUP  Designed, Manufactured and Exported by their Associates
Searrmey | K & L Steelfounders and Engineers Limited, Letchworth, Herts
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FREIGHTING TO CANADA
AND USA? WE CAN TAKE
A LOAD OFF YOUR MIND

Exporters who really know the ropes take
advantage of Canadian Pacific’'s weekly
Atlantic service and their regular service
to Canadian and U.S. Great Lakes ports
during the season. The Canadian Pacific
Railway is waiting to whisk consignments
through to their final destination. Ports
served : London, Liverpool, Southampton,
Antwerp, Le Havre, Hamburg/Bremen

and Rotterdam.
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TRAINS « TRUCKS - SHIPS - PLANES - HOTELS - TELECOMMUNICATIONS
WORLD'S MOST COMPLETE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

November, 1965

DESTINATION AFRICA
LOADING POINT LONDON

FREQUENT REGULAR
SAILINGS BY

UNION-CASTLE |

A swift convenient service with full facilities for every
type of cargo in all sizes and shapes

TO SOUTH AFRICA —London & North Continent to
South Africa, Portuguese East Africa and Mauritius
via the Canary Islands

Also—every Friday at 4 p.n. from Southampton to
Cape Town in 11§ days via Las Palmas

TO EAST AFRICA — London to East Africa via the
Mediterranean

TO ANGOLA—London to Angola and S.W.
via the Clanaries

Africa

For details of Union-Castle freight services: fill in your
name and post coupon with your letterhead to Union-
Castle Line, Outward Freight Dept., Greenly House,
Creechurch Lane, London EC3

r—-----———--———-1

I 132 l
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.. THERE'S A CRANE GUT

THE BRITISH GR

' OUT FOR YOUR JOB

IN THE LARGEST RANGE IN THE WORLD

The British Crane and Excavator Corporation manufacture
a range of more than one hundred mobile cranes,
to cover the handling needs of every industry. Whatever

crane features will be most valuable in your own particular
application, you can be sure that the largest range in the
world will be able to provide them. In addition,

the Corporation offers unparalleled service facilities,

and the ultimate in value for capital invested.

ANE & EXCAVATOR CORPORATION

AD SALES OFFICE: STEEL HOUS'E EASTCOTE, PINNER, MIDDLESEX. TEL: PiNner 5881.
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DREDGING

British Ropes Limited make all wire, fibre - A A N D
and man-made fibre ropes of normal T : >

construction in the shipping industry. They '

can prescribe and make the right rope for

any particular application—even though it

may be of unusual construction, They are
responsible for many developments—for

example,in the use of nvilonana Terviene. BRITISH ROPES LIMITED SRS -- RECLAMATION
fibre ropes. Quality of all ropes is unrivalled HOPE LANE. CHARLTON. LONDON. S.E.7 4 4 e "
because of enlightened research, the latest ANCHOR & ' 1 ' LA . 5 :

production techniques and rigorous TELEX No.: 22619, TEL: GREENWICH 3311
testing at every stage of production.

SPECIALISTS

DENTON SLIPWAYS, GRAVESEND, KENT,
GRAVESEND 63626/7/8 /9
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TELEPHONE SLOANE 4500

STD CODE 01 SLO 4500

TELEGRAMS MOWLEM LONDON TELEX
TELEX 24414

JOHN MOWLEM AND COMPANY LIMITED

GROUP HEAD OFFICE:

BUILDING and
CIVIL ENGINEERING
CONTRACGTORS
throughout the
WORLD

91 EBURY BRIDGE ROAD,
LONDON, SW1

REGIONAL OFFICES at
EDINBURGH, DONCASTER,
CAMBRIDGE, BATH

and FALMOUTH

OVERSEAS in

WEST INDIES, CYPRUS,
YUGOSLAVIA, KENYA, UGANDA,
TANZANIA, HONG KONG, etc.

Members of: The Export Group for the Constructional Industries * The Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors
The London Master Builders Association

g
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PORT OF LONDON
AUTHORITY

Chafrman:
Rt. Hon. Viscount Simon,
C.M.G

Vice-Chalrman
Rt. Hon. Lord Cottesloe,
G.B.E,.T.D..B.L

Director-General:
Dudley Perkins

Saolicitor and Secretary
A.G. Robinson

Trade Promaotion Officer:

J. Doyle,

Port of London Authority,
Chamber of Commerce House
75 Harborne Road,
Birmingham 15,

Tel: Edgbaston 2225 /6
Telex: POLA BHAM 338052

Overseas Representative:
Australia and New Zealand:
W. C. Perkins, P.O. Box 936,
56, Young Street, Sydney,
N.S.W.

Bankers:
Westminster Bank Ltd.

For information regarding
services and trade facilities

provided by the Port of London
Authority, apply to the Director-

General, P.L.A., P.O. Box 242,
Trinity Square, London, E.C.3
(Tel.: ROYal 2000)
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Purfleet: 800 Years of Industrial Deveopment

By G. W. Howe

Today, Purfleet means
oil. Over one-and-a-
half million tons of
petroleum products
come to Purfleet each
year. Here, an ocean-
going tanker is
discharging at the
Shell-Mex and B.P.
Installation at Purfleet

Photo; Shell

OR many hundreds of years the marshy banks

of the lower Thames, especially the northern

shore, were used for little else but sheep
grazing. Even at the opening of the present century
there was little industrial development in the area.
though the special needs of the cement and paper-
making industries for water transport, and the safety
regulations governing the oil installations, had
created notable exceptions.

But the pressure of an ever-expanding metropo-
lis, and modern techniques applied to land drainage
and to building, have made it both necessary and
possible to develop areas of marshy land which
have hitherto been useless.

An exception to the general pattern of wind-
swept, desolate marshland is Purfleet, 17 miles
below London Bridge. Here the chalk of Kent out-
crops on the northern shore. to provide the first
high ground east of London on that bank of the
FIVET.

A slanderous story persists that Purfleet did not
have a name until 1588. In that year. faced with the
immediate threat of the Spanish Armada. it is said
that Queen Elizabeth 1 climbed a local hill, the
better to see some units of her fleet as they lay in
the river. Overcome by what came into view. the
Queen exclaimed: “Oh, my poor fleet!” and the
name is alleged to have been adopted for the neigh-
bouring hamlet. An alternative suggestion is that
Her Majesty. having climbed that particular hill,
very definitely uttered the heart-cry: “Oh, my
poor feet!™

Happily. both versions can be dismissed as fabri-
cations. The name of Purfleet has existed since the
12th Century at the latest, and is of the same deriva-
tion as all the other ““fleets’ in the Thames Estuary

Northfleet, Southfleet, Benfleet, Gunfleet. where

the suffix means a small harbour or inlet.
I'he presence of chalk at Purfleet led to the early
establishment of a chalk quarrying industry. Much
of the chalk went to farmers for spreading on the
heavy clay of the Essex hinterland. Later, small
boats. normally engaged on inshore fishing, came
from as far distant as Harwich to collect chalk in
the off-season. Bigger ships loaded chalk both as
cargo and ballast, and in the late 17th Century a
local tradesman issued a token coin which on one
face bore a representation of a lime kiln.

The first railroad in Essex was laid at Purfleet to
carry the trucks of chalk from the workings to the
riverside and the waiting ships. Miss Deborah
Coates, writing in 1812, described how “The chalk
is got into the vessels much more easily than they
used to do. by having small ridges of iron called

379




rail-roads, by which means one horse can draw
three times as much as it could without the rail™.

Chalk quarrying is still a major undertaking, a
very important ancillary to the great cement in-
dustry of the Estuary.

Flooding has always been a considerable menace
on the lower-lying parts of the Thames Estuary.
and the chalk cliffs at Purfleet provided but small
relief to an otherwise vulnerable river frontage. In
the late 16th Century the lessor of the Purfleet
chalk cliffs was obliged to deliver a definite ton-
nage of chalk between April and June each year
for the strengthening of the sea-walls. At the same
period the tenant of some marshland at Purfleet had
to maintain the sea-wall as a condition of his
tenancy, and was permitted to remove a certain
quantity of earth from another area to carry out
the work. Much earlier even than this, a charge is
recorded for “Repair of river wall with reeds at
fourpence a perch™.

The great flood disaster of 1953 brought very
heavy material damage to industrial Purfleet. At a
weak spot in the defences the tide broke through,
and the inrushing waters spread over many acres
behind an otherwise strong and intact sea wall.
Several installations were out of action for very
long periods.

A particularly massive wall, which took 20 years
to complete, prevents any encroachment of the river
into the now disused Government Powder Maga-
zine. From the middle of the 18th Century a stock
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of 50,000 barrels of gunpowder of various grades
was maintained at Purfleet in the largest store of its
kind in Europe. From the King's Quay it was sent
to British naval and military establishments all over
the world.

The prevention of the possibility of fire at the
magazines was considered to be so vital that, in
1772, a committee of the Royal Society gravely
considered the best form of lightning rod for
Purfleet. Long and learned were the discussions on
the relative merits of balls or points at the tips of
the rods. Finally. the King himself (George I1I)
decided that balls would afford the best protection
against lightning,

Extensions to the buildings were still being made
in 1910, and parts of them were in use for another
half century after that. Today, even the magnificent
Georgian residence of the Master of the Ordnance
is in a dilapidated state, and almost the whole area
overgrown with grass and saplings.

The hill which Queen Elizabeth I is said to have
climbed is the local Beacon Hill, and one which has
a particular interest for seafarers. In 1828 the
Corporation of Trinity House leased a piece of
land at the summit on which to build a lighthouse
within easy reach of London. The purpose of the
Purfleet light was to test the many new types of
lamps and reflectors then being invented, as well
as the relative lighting values of the different kinds
of oil available. It should be remembered that,
only a very few years before the Purfleet light was

Left: Beacon Hill, Purfleet, as it
was in 1828 with the
experimental Trinity House
lighthouse, and as it is today

Right: Remains of the King's Quay
at the Government Powder
Magazine at Purfleet, with part
of the massive sea wall which
took 20 years to build

Below: The Royal Hotel, Purfleet,
a landmark to generations of
Thames users. The balcony
affords a superb view of the river
traffic in Long Reach

Photos; Howe

established, lighthouses were still in service in
which the warning “light” was provided by an
open coal fire. The lighthouse was a standard 19th
Century shore type, complete with living quarters,
although it was not continuously occupied, nor
used as a lighthouse proper.

In May 1829 experiments were carried out with
Argand burners and reflectors. and the lights
observed from the Trinity House Buoy Wharf at
Blackwall. a feat which emphasises the then unen-
cumbered condition of the intervening miles of
riverside. For some years comparative experi-
ments with lamps, reflectors and illuminants con-
tinued, but the necessity for them decreased, and
Purfleet lighthouse fell into disuse during the
1870’s, though parts of the building survived until
1925,

A riverside landmark which has been known to
generations of Thamesmen is the Royal Purfleet
Hotel. Standing right on the riverside, its wide
balconies overlooking Long Reach and Erith
Rands, it is a grand ’vantage point from which to
view the ever-changing panorama of London River.
In Victorian times the hotel was a fashionable
rendezvous, famous for its whitebait dinners. The
“Royal” prefix was adopted about 1870, after the
Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) had dined
there.

The predecessor of the ““Royal’” was the “Ship
Inn", which ceased to function in 1828. But it is
probable that an inn had stood on the site for many
centuries, because in front of the hotel is the old
ferry landing known as the King's Stairs, with a
weather-beaten and tide-washed mooring post said
to have been in position since 1798. These stairs
were brought into use at that time to replace an
earlier landing a short distance upstream which
had become incorporated in the Government
Powder Magazine.
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The ferry itself is known to have existed in 1577,
and continued to operate into the present century,
across the river to another famous waterside inn.
the “Long Reach Tavern”. Plans for a canal from
Dartford (Kent) to the Thames which were drawn
up about 1830 made definite provision for a ferry
to Purfleet, evidence of the importance attached
to the crossing.

But Purfleet does not live on its past. As long
ago as 1887 the proximity of the river, with the
means of easy transport it provided, led to M.
Maurice Cartier of Paris deciding to establish the
Thames Paper Works on the marshes. The output
consisted largely of newsprint for the London
evening papers, of which many more existed than
is the case now. The mill was a small one and never
a great success, because the type of water available




Left: The King's Stairs at Purfleet, once the terminal of a ferry
across to Kent. The mooring post on the right of the steps is said
to have been erected in 1798

Above: The badge of the Steam Ship Owners' Coal Association still
visible on a row of houses at Purfleet. The name of the cottages
commemorates the sub-tropical gardens which flourished there in
the 19th Century.

FPhotos: Howe

was not suitable for the product. The business
changed hands several times until the present
owners took over in 1902. They concentrated so suc-
cessfully on the manufacture of packing materials
that nowadays any large carton or cardboard con-
tainer of British goods. for home consumption or
for export, is most probably a product of Thames
Board Mills. The present factory covers over 20
acres of riverside Purfleet., with its own deep-water
wharf for the landing of raw materials.

Here, too, in pleasantly laid-out grounds. is one
of the factories of the firm which produces that
famous margarine which housewives cannot dis-
tinguish from butter!

Prominent on the centre house of a short terrace
at Purfleet is a badge showing a steam collier, the
letters S.S.0.C.A. Ltd., and the date 1905. The
date is that of the construction of the houses,
because the Steam Ship Owners Coal Association
Ltd. had acquired land along the riverside at
Purfleet in 1903. For the discharge of coal from
ship the Association built a reinforced concrete
jetty, one of the first uses of this material for jetty
construction in this country.

In July, 1912, the S.S.0.C.A. became part of
William Cory & Son. Ltd. For the next half century
the colliers, with the familiar funnel marking of a
black diamond on a white ground, came alongside
at Purfleet to discharge, mainly into barges. The
coal was for ships® bunkers. for London industrial
undertakings and for the public utilities of gas and
electricity: in 1947 more than a million tons of coal
was handled at the Purfleet jetty.

Although “Wm. Cory & Son™ and “Coal™ have
been almost synonymous terms on London River
since the middle of the 18th Century. other cargoes
were dealt with at Purfleet. In 1950 the Purfleet
jetty handled one of the earliest consignments of
bulk sugar to arrive in this country. and seven years
later the grabs discharged almost 350,000 tons of
this commodity.

But the demand for coal was falling rapidly and,
at Purfleet as well as elsewhere. oil storage installa-
tions were increasing in size, numbers and capacity.
In 1961 Wm. Cory & Son, Ltd. leased the Purfleet
jetty and wharf to Cory Bros. Ltd.. to be used as
an oil tanker berth in connection with a new oil
storage depot.

A survey showed that the concrete of the jetty.
after 60 years use. was “‘as good as new’’, and work
on the conversion was put in hand. In this connec-
tion the P.L.A. was able to give valuable assistance
with one of the Port’s best-known pieces of equip-
ment. The flow-boom structure for the new oil
terminal had been assembled at a wharf at Swans-
combe, on the opposite bank of the river and four
miles downstream. The P.L.A.'s self-propelled
crane London Titan was brought into service to lift
the ungainly load, carry it upstream, and lower it
into position at Purfleet. The equipment included
winches. booms and hoses and weighed 56 tons.

Cory Brothers. now a member of the Powell
Duffryn Group, and newcomers to Purfleet. were
originally colliery owners in South Wales. In 1920
the firm entered the oil business with its own
refinery lower down the Estuary at Coryton. The
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refinery was later disposed of, but the firm con-
tinued to operate in the oil storage and bunkering
business. The Purfleet installation, officially opened
by the Chairman of the P.L.A. in October, 1962,
can accommodate tankers of up to 47.000 tons
d.w., and when the site is fully developed the
storage capacity will exceed 500,000 water tons.

The story of this and other oil installations at
Purfleet is closely linked with the safety regulations
for oil cargoes imposed by the Authority and its
predecessor, the Thames Conservancy. A century
ago, oil. mostly kerosene, was imported in barrels
and discharged almost anywhere in the Port. The
danger of fire and explosion was very great, and in
1872 the Thames Conservancy prohibited sea-
going vessels laden with low flash-point oils from
proceeding to the westward of Thameshaven. The
westward limit was later confirmed at the Mucking
Light. a point where the river starts to narrow
rather quickly.

Transport from Thameshaven was in barges and
other small vessels, and at many points upstream
storage depots were established by the oil com-
panies. Purfleet was sufficiently isolated for com-
paratively large quantities of the commodity to be
stored with a fair degree of safety, and quickly
developed as a major site,

All the oil was barrelled when Shell-Mex and
B.P. established their Purfleet depot at the turn of
the century. and the undertaking then included a

Below: "Cory's" was once synonymous
with coal at Purfleet—the Wm. Cory
jetty in 1949 with the collier Corchester
alongside discharging coal to lighters

Right: Today, leased to Cory Bros., Ltd.,
the jetty handles large quantities of
petroleum products and the firm’s tank
farm can be seen in the picture

Photos: Conrtesy of W, Cory & Son Lrd,

cooperage. At one time kerosene was sent from
Purfleet to Iceland in barrels.

An earlier Purfleet oil installation, now carrying
the familiar name of Esso, was established in 1888,
and by the end of the 1914-18 War about 50,000,000
gallons of oil were passing through this terminal
annually. Ten times that quantity is handled today.

It had always been the desire of the oil companies
to make Purfleet the inward limit for their ocean-
going ships, but for many years the authorities were
adamant. With the threat of war looming large in
1938, it was doubtlessa tactical move for permission
to be quietly given for the big oil carriers to come
upstream as far as Crayfordness, opposite Purfleet.

This remains the furthest point upstream to
which the oil ships can come. The P.L.A.s
dredged channel gives access for tankers of 26,000
tons d.w., bringing over 1,500,000 tons of petroleum
products to Purfleet each year. No refining takes
place there: the massive tanks. some of them with
an individual capacity of 20.000 water tons, are for
storage purposes only. From them, ships are bun-
kered with marine fuels and lubricants, other and
smaller depots further upstream are kept supplied,
and they. in turn, fill the road tankers which have
become such a familiar sight now that the use of
oil for domestic heating is becoming commonplace.
Some of the riverside electricity generating stations
draw their fuel supplies from the Purfleet tank
farms.

The new Purfleet to Dartford tunnel, with its
numerous road connections, has made a great
difference to distribution from Purfleet, but the
river remains the principal medium for the trans-
port of the area’s raw materials and products. One
wonders whether “poor fleet” would be the reac-
tion if Queen Elizabeth I could but view the busy
maritime scene at what was once the tiny haven
situated where the Mardyke joins the Thames.




Upsiream and Downsiream

By The Ferryman
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A meeting of the Committee an International
FPort Development, a committee of The
International Association of Ports and Harbours.
atthe P.L.A, Head Office building recently. In the
Chairis Mr. Austin J. Tobin of the Port of New
York. On his left are, first, Viscount Simon,
Chairman of the Port of London Authority, Sir
Arthur Kirby of British Transport Dacks Board,
and Mr, Terai of the Japanese Embassy. On

Mr. Tobin's right are Mr. Posthuma of the Port of
Rotterdam, Mr. Gifman and Mr. Lyle King of
New York

Aid for Port Development

International co-operation and aid to the developing nations now
cover most aspects of life today and the world’s major ports are not
lagging behind in offering to share their knowledge and experience. This
fact was borne out at the first meeting of the Committee on International
Port Development, held in London last month at the invitation of
Viscount Simon, Chairman of the Port of London Authority.

The Committee, which was set up by the International Association
of Ports and Harbours, comprises representatives from Bangkok, Ports
of Colombia, New Orleans, Colombo, Melbourne, Tokyo, Monrovia,
New York, Rotterdam, London and British Transport Docks. Its
purpose is to make available to officials in the developing ports, the
experience and technical resources of port planning, management and
operations available at ports represented in the I.LA.P.H. This co-
operation will be offered from one port to another on a direct, immediate
and informal basis but the Committee have emphasised that their
activities are specifically designed so that they in no way overlap the
work of other international organisations, such as the United Nations,
or impinge on the functions of private consultants in the field of port
operations.

As a result of the London meeting, some 80 ports of the developing
nations will be asked, on behalf of 50 major, fully developed ports, if
they wish to take advantage of the Committee’s programme of inter-
national co-operation, either by direct consultation on particular
problems or through training of personnel at member ports of the
1.A.P.H.

The Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Austin J. Tobin, Executive
Director of the Port of New York Authority, pointed out that although
many of the ports to whom the enquiry would be addressed have ac-
quired a tradition and experience in port operations greater than that
of the so-called *““developed” ports, there is nevertheless available in
some of the larger ports of both the Eastern and Western Hemispheres
a fund of specialised experience in the planning, construction, operation
and maintenance of ports that is useful and can be put at the disposal
of all who desired it.

These very practical proposals, which have the complete agreement of
all the port representatives on the Committee are deserving of a wide
response for they could lead to a raising of standards in ports all over
the world.

P.L.A. “Does them Proud”’

The little girl pushed her brother’s pram into the lift and nonchalantly
pressed the button to take them to the top of the new Glengall Grove
footbridge over Millwall Dock. Completely unaware that only minutes
before the Mayor of Tower Hamlets had performed the official opening
ceremony. she had already accepted this new way of crossing the dock
as a normal part of daily life. She was too young to know or care about
the years of discussion. planning and work which preceded its com-
pletion, but older inhabitants of the Isle of Dogs are well aware of the
circumstances which we described in our September issue, and which
culminated with the official opening of this new high level footbridge on
September 21st. Had they, in fact, lost their right of way, local people
would have been faced with a two-mile journey round the dock for
access to the swimming bath on the west and the public health service.
library and schools on the east. The Secretary of the Millwall Residents
Association, Mr. Bill Willson, summed up their feelings after the cere-
mony when he told Ferryman “The P.L.A. have done us proud”.

Before the opening ceremony began the small crowd gathered on the
dockside watched the bridge being raised to allow the P.L.A. s.y. St.
Katharine to pass through, the single bascule span of 113ft. lifting grace-
fully under the power of its two hydraulic motors. Lowered into position
once more, it was ready for inspection by the Mayoral party. It is a
novel experience to walk along this high level corridor, the diffused
lighting from the frosted glass and the pale green paintwork producing
a shimmering, almost submarine efTect.

Down to earth once more, P.L.A. Chairman, Lord Simon, spoke of
the modern design of the new bridge, successor of a footbridge which
would be remembered by many. It is as much in the interests of the
local people as of the P.L.A. that this dock should flourish™ he said,
““And though the Authority would have been very pleased not to have
had to replace the old bridge at all, the case for the citizens of Poplar
had been put so ably and convincingly that the result was the provision
of this new high level footbridge—a remarkable feat of engineering for
which the engineers and all others responsible should be congratulated.™

The Mayor, who performed the opening by pressing a switch to raise
the bascule section of the bridge, described it as the fruit of many

Photo: P.L.A.

The new footbridge at Glengall Grove crossing
Millwall Dock, is officially opened by the Mayor
of Tower Hamlets. On his left is Lord Simon of
the Port of London Authority

Two new patrol craft of the Harbour Service
fleet, the new Ray and Roding. Constructed in
Holland as part of a big P.L A. fleet
modernisation programme, they feature the
efficient Schottel propulsion system

Photo! Pollard
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The Port of Landon Authority Stand at the recent
Export Services Exhibition. The stand, designed
by City Display, Ltd., excited great interest and
much favourable comment

associations, and said he felt that in spending a quarter of a million
pounds on the bridge, the P.L.A. were providing facilities not only for
the residents of Tower Hamlets, but also for visitors from overseas who
came to see this part of London which they had heard so much about.
He mentioned the late Charles King who by his own personal research
had established the perpetual right of way over the dock, and to whom
the local residents owed much. He referred to certain damage which had
been done to the bridge in the short time it had been in use before the
official opening and appealed to all users to prevent vandalism.

So this new footbridge is now officially open to the public and long
may it remain as an example of the way in which such incompatible
interests as the modernisation of the docks and the requirements of the
public may be reconciled, with resulting benefits to both sides.

Expertise for Exporters

The need for a thoroughly professional approach to the business of
exporting was stressed by the Prime Minister in a message to the first
Export Services Exhibition held recently at Olympia. And this was the
central theme of the exhibition which demonstrated the comprehensive
services offered to exporters by experts in many fields. A manufacturer,
venturing into the export market for the first time, was able, at Olympia,
to get advice from the 70 specialist exhibitors on every facet of the
business, including market research, finance, packaging, documentation
and transportation, and to attend the daily conferences which covered
most aspects of this vitally important subject.

The Board of Trade was a prominent exhibitor and featured the many
Government Services available to exporters, including its Exports
Credit Guarantee Department and the Export Intelligence Service
whereby an enquirer, by dialling CITy 9633 (or the Board’s regional
offices), can obtain information on overseas markets for his products.
names of likely agents, tariff information and a host of other useful
facts.

Having made his decision to enter the export field, the visitor to
Olympia would have found valuable advice available from the many

packaging firms whose displays ranged from the smallest cardboard
cartons to the largest steel containers, while representatives of the Banks
and Finance Houses were on the spot to explain their specialist services
to exporters.

The stands of the various shipping and air freight companies featured
the world-wide services available from this country and shipping agents
were on hand to describe their part in the export trade.

The small manufacturer, timidly contemplating the intricacies of ex-
port documentation and wondering if it was worth his while to export
at all, would have been relieved to learn that several organisations pro-
vide a complete service to the exporter and handle exports from works
to point of delivery, covering insurance, packaging, shipping and all the
incidental processes.

Some ingenious working models were on display, notably that of the
Proprietors of Hays Wharf Limited, whose model in the round depicted
a busy scene with lorries and railway trucks collecting exports from the
end of a production line and transporting them to a packaging works
for preservation, processing and packing, and storage while awaiting
shipment by sea, rail, road or air.

A model was also a feature of the stand of the Port of London Au-

thority and many interested spectators gathered to trace the course of

the River Thames through the Port of London, which accounts for the
handling of one third of Britain’s exports, The P.L.A. Trade Promotion
Officer was in attendance to point out to enquirers the many advantages
of shipping through Britain’s largest port.

Exhibitors generally seemed to be agreed on the value of the show,
some expressing the opinion that it was something that had needed
doing for a long time. We hope that by publicising the fact that there
are experts available in every sector of the business the exhibition will
have gone some way towards taking the amateurism out of exporting.

The *‘Little America’s Cup™’

Thrills and spills were the order of the day when the last race of the 1965
series for the International Catamaran Challenge Trophy. familiarly
known as ““The Little America’s Cup’ was sailed at Thorpe Bay towards
the end of September. The races between the British Emma Hamilton.
helmed by her builder, Reg White, and crewed by John Osborn, and
the Australian challenger, Quest 11, sailed by Lindsay Cunningham. her
co-designer, and John Buzaglo, were as close fought and exciting as one
could hope to see. :

With honours even on the final day, fate snatched the trophy from
the Australian team when it seemed that nothing could prevent their
winning. A vicious squall capsized Quest II within sight of victory.
allowing the Britons to close the one minute gap and sail on to win.

The Catamaran race series began in 1961 when the British Hellcat [1
accepted an invitation from the Sea Cliff Yacht Club of Long Island,
New York, and became the first holder of the trophy by outsailing the
Californian Wildeat. The return match, held at Thorpe Bay the follow-
ing year, resulted in another win for Britain, the first Helfcat defeating
her American challenger, Beverly. In 1963 Australia entered the lists
with a challenge by Quest which was taken up by Hellcat 111S who
defeated her opponents by four races to nil, and 1964 saw a modified
Hellcat IS, Emma Hamilton, sailing and winning a close-fought series
against the American Sea Lion. This year’s match with Australia bears
out the claim that catamaran racing is one of the finest spectator sports
and we look forward to next vear’s races which are likely to be against
an American team,

Ruinof arace. A squall upsets Quest 11, the
Australian challenger, winning up to this
moment. during the Catamaran Challenge
Trophy race at Thorpe Bay recently

Phota: Lacey




Topright. The P.L.A.'s new 60-ton floating
crane. the London Leviathan, which has just )
been commissioned. She is a sister w:.\':&'a.l' to the
London Samson which came into service in
1963. The London Leviathan's first Jift on the
Thames was a Stothert and Pitt portal crane
purchased by Crown Wharf, Poplar, from Jason
Shipping Company. The lift, 47  tons, was well
within the 60-ton capacity of the London
Leviathan

Photo: Holland Cranes
Top left : Looking down from the top o!r.fre_,r}'b of
the new London Leviathan. Bottom : Looking up

at the main haist block. fn the mfdf:f.'e the crane
driver takes a balanced view of things

Fhotos: Cameron

*Canst Thou Draw Out Leviathan With An Hook? _ paal e
The vast creature first known as a leviathan, an aquatic mon:\u_emj .ob
indeterminate nature, first appears in literature in the Book of Jo

whence comes the quotation at the top of this parazgm;_wh. b:‘mfe tI}uL
time it has come to mean, first, any aquati(; creature or thmg.gi tzenu—,.n—‘
dous size and then, metaphorically, anything of enormous \ue pow?czl
or influence. It is in this latter sense lhut Th_on*!as Hobbu‘m. Ll.:tlfbr[.l.‘.\.k
English philosopher, uses it in the title of h1sl most famous I.\’K'-?r;
Leviathan, or the Martter, Power and Form of .’J’:e_ C(HH‘HI(H.'I‘H((! th,
Ecclesiastical and Civil”, published in I65].ITl1e doctrine of lhl§ »I»-or.lx.
a thesis which we would regard as a totalitarian one noxx-'alid;-n:\_-'s_, Wfl? lh_lat_
the power of the state (the leviathan) as against the individual was
i Gl assailable. . .
db?ﬂ:‘t;ﬂ:ﬁf ::lllu:;qe P.L.A.’s new floating crane, London ;elm'rf;flacarf, is
then, Hebrew in origin with literary and political Q\-'crtoner:, As to
absolute and unassailable power, her 60-ton capacity repre_.\c'r:rfs ?0
mean strength, She is not the first floating crane in the Authority 3I\|'it,et
to have the name. The first London Leviathan, now gone to the _bre‘l. un;
was remarkable in her day too. The Willans engine and pump_w_-nlh v\vt?u.
she was fitted have, in fact, gone to the Department of‘Scmle‘cc dFd
Industry of the City Museum of Birmingham as outstanding cmmr; eqt
of their kind, This Leviathan’s capacity was 50 tons and one of her aix.d
melancholy tasks, before being scrapped herself, was to la_ke‘ t0
hydraulic cranes, weighing 49 tons, to‘the serap y‘ard. And s}u, d} Eu
lending her aid to the modernisation of the Port of London, she went
yay of earli nystical, leviathans. ’ .
1}111:;:}5;3;(:2:;2: Iri‘sna; sister craft to the [?nndun Samson, tlel:v‘e‘rcd _fl]
September, 1963. Experience with this E:rait showed thnl the dcmsn Wd;S
a highly successful one, resulting in a first class floating crane. When a
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second crane was wanted, therefore, there was no reason to do other
than order another of the same design. This was the London Leviathan
which made her debut at Tower Pier in September this year. Both
cranes were constructed by Messrs . H. C., Holland, the London
Leviathan being actually built by their partners, Messrs Verschure.
Amsterdam. As with the London Samson, a great deal of the equipment
is of U.K. manufacture, Rolls Royce supplying the main engines, A E.I.
the electrical equipment, and Allen West., Ltd.. supplying the crane
control equipment. Propulsion of the cranes is by Voith Schneider units.
one at the bow and one at the stern of each craft giving them the very
high degree of manoeuvrability desirable in the enclosed dock systems.
They are capable of moving under their own power in all weather con-
ditions up to Beaufort force 7 and have sufficient turn of speed to travel
in reasonable time between the up-river docks and Tilbury at all states
of the tide.

These highly efficient craft are the result of close co-operation be-
tween the P.L.A.’s engineering staff and the builders. The specification
was, of course. the work of the P.L.A. engineers.

The Last of the Paddlers

One of the most famous of Thames estuary paddle steamers of all times
was the little 316 g.r.t. Medway Queen and during September she made
her last farewell to London River. She was built in 1924. Once the
Thames was the scene of a score or more paddle pleasure ships, even up
to the 1939 war, which took thousands of “*cockneys™ from the historic
Pool down for a day at the seaside coastal resorts, The Medway Queen
was the last of this type of paddler to remain in service, crossing the
estuary regularly during the summer months making her way to South-
end-on-Sea.

Although operating from Rochester she was often on charter trips
into the London River. Towards the end of her service she was looked
upon as a real old Thames *“lady™ by passengers and waterside workers
alike. The days of the score or more of pleasure steamers ru nning trips
to the coast have, alas, gone. In the 1965 season only one such vessel,
a motor screw ship remained on the old established route. Paddler
Medway Queen herself rang “finished with engines’” some two seasons
ago and then went into the East India Dock to await her fate. Apart
from being the last steam paddle ship plying in estuary waters on
passenger trade, the vessel is looked upon with further pride and affec-
tion for the part she played in the evacuation of Dunkirk in 1940. She
brought back no fewer than 7,000 troops rescued from the beaches. Other
war duties included service as a shallow draught mine-sweeper and
later as a training vessel for this service within the Royal Navy.

The reasons for the efforts made to preserve her from the breakers
are therefore obvious. After long negotiations and almost at the
eleventh hour, she was saved. Instead of heading for Belgian scrappers
the little Medway Queen was towed by Watkin’s tug Dhulia to the Isle
of Wight where she is to become a yacht club headquarters with a small
Dunkirk Memorial Museum on board. With her going ends more than
140 years of the Thames steam paddle pleasure ships service, most of it
based out from the Pool of London just below the famous Bridge.

P.L.A. Lecturers for University Course

The University of London has recently started an interesting study
course entitled ““Problem of Ports™ which consists of eight lectures by
experts in several fields in the ports industry, many of whom are P.L.A.
Officers, and which will continue on Thursday evenings at intervals
throughout the winter. The course is being co-ordinated by the well-
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Fhoto: Garratty

The old Leviathan now broken up lends a hand

in modernising the port, before going to scrap
herself, by taking away old quay cranes to the
serapyard. Among the interesting lifts by the old
Leviathan was the section of Turbinia, the first
turbine-engined craft, brought to London in
1928 for display at the Science Museum

Phato: Pollard

Leaving London River for the last time, but not,
fortunately, for scrap is the Medway Queen, /ast
ofthe London River paddfers. The Medway
Queen was at Dunkirk and evacuated thousands
of troops from the beaches there




A new style life saving cruiser for the B _N it
lying on show to the public at Tower Fier
recently. The cost, £57.000, /s being metby
voluntary gifts through the Civil Service Life-
boat Fund

Photo P.L.A

known geographer (and P.L.A.hMonEth contributor) Dr. James Bird,

ill act as Chairman for the series. . )
wli’{:n\:ong the lecturers will be Mr. E. P J. Lunch, P.L.A. Du‘eTtor ?t
Finance, whose subject will be “Port Finances _and Long-term rwe]f -
ments””, Mr. R. F. J. Smeardon, Divisional En_gmee‘:‘r at Tilbury [())oc s,
who will speak on *“The Role of the Port Engineer”, Col. R. B. s ram,
who retired from the Authority’s Service as Supe|'|_|1tentj‘e111t of the urrey
Commercial Docks, and whose lecture will be entitled Carg(? I‘ianf(:‘lh?g
Technique™, and Mr. E. H. M._ Price. the P.L.A. Economics Officer,

; ill ta n “Port Economics™.

Wh](.?h};llllartollisi;s to be a most valuable oppo_rumity for a]l_ l‘}TO%{: efl—
gineers, mariners, railway operators, road hlauhers. port Eldn'llﬂlrbti'dll)ls[,-
economists and geographers who wish to improve Lhml' knamlenlge E
modern major ports at work today. Furlh'er qurmaum can be ?‘-
tained from Mr. E. Smith, Transport Studies Society, 166 Tubbenden

Lane, Orpington, Kent.

' Resc ‘ruiser for R.N.L.L !
(NSZ:ER;beu:i?c(druys when the word "lil‘e-buall‘nun" co n‘jl__u'ed up d pu{:t‘u |1c:
of an oilskin-clad figure. straining at an oar in a primitive battle agd.mr;;
wind and waves. Weather conditions do not change but c.?raft‘ dfj an
tke men of the life-boat service are now able lo_condl.!cl their Illc—saf-mgA
activities with considerably less danger and d|s\c0mlortl, ,r\_ne\\- 'reb‘?l:!.t
cruiser for the R.N.L.1L., recently on show at Iny\"cr e lsllhelf' first
vessel to be built in steel (apart from some steam mc—lbuals built ‘agounc:_
the turn of the century), and a feature of ils_des&agn is Ii}e !Jra)»!91c)jj ?.
facilities for the crew to sleep on board. This innovation in itself gmlu _)‘
increases the range of a rescue vessel and coupled w:_th tL1c I":w‘tr t.h‘u'r: 1t|'»
engined by twin 8L3B Gardner diesels, cu_ch dn:\'::lnpmg.,ml ql_'{r ake :Jlfsx.l
power at 1,150 revolutions per minute, Ih_ls; new-type vesselisa DU‘“|L|r lu4
addition indeed to the R.N.L.I. fleet. With a maximum speed of 1
knots, and a range of 650 nautical miles at this speed, lhc_ new vef‘»s:.l 1?
faster and has a wider range than any of 1[1F standard htﬁc-hom.«. She
was built in the Scotstoun, Glasgow, yard of ‘I"kltrr()\k &.(OI w

The cost of this 70ft., high speed rescue cruiser, WhI.L“Ii'I is ElDDI 0.\{—

mately £57,000. is being met by \-ul__mer_\' gifts from Civil Servants,
through the Civil Service Life-boat Fund. ! e g
'I'hg crew’s quarters, with four berths, are ulit_ and at the after er?d L‘;t
the wheel house a messing cabin and fully equipped galley are prt_\\-1dct )
In the forward cabin are stowage for six stretchers and seats which can
be converted into berths. . T
The vessel is divided athwartships by six water-tight bulkheads and

the engine rooms are separated by a longitudinal centre-line watertight
bulkhead. Power assisted steering gear and modern electronic devices
complete the equipment.

The rescue cruiser carries two additional rescue craft on board. One
is an inflatable inshore rescue boat powered by a 33 h.p. outboard
engine and stowed on the engine casing forward of the wheelhouse.
Derricks are used for handling this craft. A smaller boat of similar
design with an 18 h.p. engine is stowed in the forward cabin. Also
carried are the standard items of equipment to be found in life-boats

—a searchlight, deck floodlight, breeches buoys, parachute flares, hand
flares, a wave-subduing oil tank with pump, line-throwing pistol, life-
Jackets, scrambling nets, hatchets, axes and knives.

After her visit to London, where visitors included the Lord Mayor,
the new rescue cruiser left to carry out an extensive tour of the south-
west of England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland, before taking up regular
duties, probably in the Bristol Channel.

We hear that another vessel of this type is at present under construc-
tion and life-boatmen will appreciate having another of these high
speed, long-range craft in their fleet, for it seems that each year is
busier than the last for them. This summer has been the busiest the life-
boat service has ever known, the 448 life-boat and 300 inshore rescue
boat launchings exceeding even the peak summer of 1964. From May
to August inclusive life-boats saved 294 people and inshore rescue boats
146.

Bisley Rifle Trophy for Lord Cottesloe

In September we reported the success at Bisley of the P.L.A. Vice-
Chairman when he was second in both the Elcho and Albert Matches.
Now we are able to record that Lord Cottesloe has carried off the Stam-
ford Young match rifle trophy at the English VIII autumn meeting at
Bisley. The event was shot at 1,000, 1,100 and 1.200 yards over two days,
and two competitors, Lord Cottesloe and Mr. George Twine, made
scores of 391. Lord Cottesloe won the tie shoot.

Russian Visitors

For the first time for many years a Russian Naval vessel was moored
in the pool of London, when the oceanographic research ship Nikolai
Zubov, 2,674 tons, with the Hydrographer of the Soviet Navy on board,
returned the visit to Leningrad made last year by the Hydrographer of
the Royal Navy in H.M.S. Vidal, 1,940 tons. The Nikolai Zubov, com-
manded by Capt. 3rd Rank Aleksandr Khake, was built in Poland and
commissioned last year. She has a complement of 120, and is named
after a famous Russian oceanographer. The ship is air conditioned
throughout and is fully equipped for hydrographic, meteorological,
chemical and photographic work with seven laboratories manned by 70
scientific workers.

During the Russian ship’s four-day stay in the Pool, the Soviet Nayy
Hydrographer, Admiral Anatoliy Rosskho, with some of his officers
and scientists, visited the Royal Navy Hydrographer, Rear Admiral
E. G. Irving, at his headquarters at Cricklewood. The ship’s company
made many sightseeing tours and visits in London and the Port of
London Authority were glad to be able to entertain some of the officers
on board their s.y. St. Katharine, and show them something of the
industrial reaches of the Thames before cruising in the Royal Docks.

Shortly before the arrival of the Russian survey ship, the Minister of
the U.S.S.R. Merchant Marine, Mr. V. G. Bakaev, had been visiting
the U.K. at the invitation of Her Majesty’s Government. His visit was
the first by a Soviet Minister responsible for shipping and his discussions
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The Russian hydrographic survey ship, Nicolaj
Zubov, lying at Battlebridge Tierin the Upper
Poalduring her recent courtesy visit to London.
The phatograph is interesting in that it was taker
from an unusual viewpoint—the top of the jib of
the P.L.A.’s newest floating crane, the

Lendon Leviathan
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“Victoria Embankment’” a picture by the late

Wm. A. Watkins, R.1. recently acquired for the
P.L.A.'s callection. Four of this brilliant tideway
artist's watercolours were secured. His recent
death is a great loss to the London of the Thames
and shipping for Mr. Watkins was a noted
member of the Wapping Group who have done
so much to portray the scenes and moods of
Thames-side

with the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Douglas Jay, M.P., and
the Minister of State (Shipping), Mr. Roy Mason, M.P., revealed a
wide measure of agreement and understanding on problems of mutual
interest. During his ten-day stay in this country, Mr. Bakaey visited a
number of shipping and port organisations and his tours included a
cruise through the Royal Docks as a guest of the P.L.A. on the S7.
Katharine.

Art in the City

The 19th Annual Exhibition by the Wapping Group of Artists. on the
theme “The Spirit of London River”, held at the Royal Exchange
recently, fully maintained the reputation these talented artists have
gained over the years. evidenced by the heavy scattering of red dots on
the moderately priced exhibits.

Each year the pictures portray the ever-changing Thames. Vavasour
Hammond. always a sympathetic as well as accurate painter, showed a
most attractive “View from London Bridge™. That ever-popular subject,
the “Prospect of Whitby™ was painted this year by Rowland Hilder.
The freshness and brightness of colours of this scene as well as the same
artist’s “Greenwich Yacht Club” were most pleasing. Donald Blake’s
“In London Docks”, Charles Argent’s “Russian Timber—Surrey
Docks™, and Jas. Middleton’s “Activity—Surrey Commercial Docks™
most successfully represented dock scenes, but Donald Blake's “Big
Crane” somehow failed to convey any feeling of power. Bernard
Bowerman, who was responsible for the splendid etching advertising
the Exhibition, showed an interesting view of St. Peter ad Vincula in
the Tower of London.

Only one portrait was shown. ““Rotherhithe Resident™ by W. G.
Morden. typifies the old-time docker—worn but still hopeful, of strong
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convictions yet ruled by commonsense. The same artist’s *“Billingsgate™,
a lively representation of the busy market scene, was one of the best
exhibits, On view also were the four pictures of the late William A.
Watkins, loaned from the Authority’s Collection. Of these, the Thames
Embankment scene, showing Cleopatra’s Needle at dusk, reproduced
opposite, stood out for its nostalgic appeal.

In the centre of the hall ribs from the Roman ship discovered during
the construction of the Blackfriars underpass were on view. Over 1500
years old, the timbers and stout iron nails were in a remarkable state of
preservation.

New Waterways

To historians of the future, one of the most curious features of our
times will surely be the self-mutilation currently being practised on our
inland transport system. With inadequate roads becoming daily more
and more clogged with traffic, one would think that every effort would
be turned to getting the most out of alternative forms of transport—
the railways and canals. But not a bit of it. The railway companies,
which bought up the canals and allowed most of them to go derelict
to reduce competition. are now nationalised and in the grip of doc-
trinaire theory which is by no means endorsed by all railwaymen.
What the outcome will be remains to be seen but it seems to be on the
cards that the day will come, possibly quite soon, when desperate con-
signers ol goods will bless the dogged determination of the Inland
Waterways Association to keep in being the network of Britain’s canal
and inland navigation system.

Water-borne transport is the cheapest of all in terms of power
required per unit load. That it is slow compared with fast expresses or
road transport is undeniable but for goods required in large quantities
at regular intervals it is ideal. Once the pipe line is primed, the arrival
of goods at the other end is continuous. The quantity in the pipe line
is greater but reduced transport costs may well more than compensate.

Not until the Transport Act of 1962 were the nationalised waterways
placed under a control—the British Waterways Board—independent of
railway interest. Since its creation the Board has been carrying out an
investigation into the present state of the inland waterways system. An
interim report appeared in January 1964 but a more intense investiga-
tion, with a Development Committee investigating the relevant factors,
set out to determine the kind of waterway system required in the second
half of the 20th century and the first half of the 21st.

The first part of their findings has just been published in a booklet,
New Waterways which merits the close attention of every person who
has an interest in our inland transport system. Beginning with the
postuiate that particular kinds of goods are suited to particular kinds of
transport, the report recommends certain comparatively minor work
on the existing canal system. For the future, the Development Com-
mittee recommends the construction of new waterways on a scale which
will allow them to relieve roads of bulk traffic and of a type commen-
surate with those in use and under construction in Europe. A Grand
Contour Canal all on the 310ft. contour, which is found to run nearly
continuously through the country, is urged. This waterway should be
capable of taking craft of at least 1.350 tons capacitv. From this con-
tour canal there should be feeders to connect with sea-ports.

As well as its transport function, such a canal system would have
great importance for the water supplies of the country and would also
provide attractive and profitable pleasure uses.

This is no pie in the sky report. It is cool, realistic, documented and
completely accurate. Detailed figures support all its arguments and
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Charing Cross Pier gets a restaurant. Thames
Cruises, Ltd have provided this attractive face-
lift as part of their new services from the pier

proposals and only narrow partisan minds will quibble at its findings.
As a report it is refreshingly businesslike and simple in its production.
For once we have a document free from the self-conscious gimmickry
of self-styled designers. printed in a readable type face and organised
in that unfashionable, but highly convenient form of numbered para-
graphs. It prabably cost less than one tenth of the figure for the glossy
nonsense which so often slides across our desks into w.p.b.s. and does
its job ten times better. If the plain common-sense approach it typifies
is that of the British Waterways Board, we should end up with a good
aterways system.

Detergents go “‘Down Under’”

As technology progresses and new products come onto the market, so
shipping companies and dock operators have to keep pace with the
demands for specialised cargo-handling techniques. The bulk carriage
of chemicals and plastics is a case in pointand the New Zealand Shipping
Company have been using special stainless steel tanks fitted on the main
deck of some of their vessels for this purpose. These have proved so
successful that similar tanks are to be built-in to their new ships. When
the Federal m.v. Huntingdon was in Royal Albert Dock recently 60 tons
of Dobane, a highly concentrated detergent, was pumped direct from six
road tankers on the quay into one of these special tanks on her deck
for carriage to Wellington, New Zealand. The Dobane, a detergent
intermediate which is manufactured by the Shell Chemical Company,
was consigned to their New Zealand company who will sell it to local
manufacturers for use in the production of domestic and industrial
detergents. Shell export large quantities of this product to the Continent,
especially to Holland, usually shipping direct from Shellhaven.

Cruising Down the River . . .

In July we reported the introduction of a new two-hour cruise in the
Tourist and Holiday Service operated by Thames Cruises, Ltd., from
Charing Cross Pier. Now, with summer behind us, we can reflect upon
the pleasure that these river trips brought to the thousands of holiday-
makers, visitors and Londoners alike, who despite the wretched weather
felt that no visit to the capital was complete without a cruise upon the
river which is her life-blood.

Thames Launches tell us that some 30,000 adults and children used
their tourist cruise and 28,300 the short tourist cruise; 17,300 were taken
from Charing Cross to Tower Pier and over 1,000 paid to enter the pier
for the sole purpose of using the restaurant.

Next year it is hoped that the pier will be used for the embarkation
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olt Sp_ecial parties arranged by business houses and other organisations
wishing to show the river to associates and guests from abroad.

.« . and Through the Docks

The splendid facilities for visitors to see the sights of London river
offered by the many cruises operating from the city’s piers are well
known. Equally in demand are the river and dock cruises which the
P.L.A. organise during the summer months and which are usually
booked up well ahead, From Tower Pier yisitors are taken downstream
as far as Woolwich where they enter the Royal Docks and cruise through
the Royal Albert Dock and King George V Dock— a fascinating experi-
ence at any time, but even better on a sunny summer day. This year 57
such trips were made, 30 for the general public and 27 for schools and
altogether over 21,000 people were able to sce something of the work-
ings of one of the world’s finest dock systems.

The clearing house of the world
The tide comes in on London River and carries with it on the flood the
ships of every nation, come to trade. Cargoes in and cargoes out—a
never ending stream passes through Britain's premier port, which is
served by over 100 shipping lines. The Ships® Station List for a typical
day in the Surrey Commercial Docks, centre of the softwood trade,
illustrates this when it shows a total of 31 ships of 14 different flags:
4 British, 5 Finnish, 4 Dutch, 4 German, 3 Greek, 3 Russian, and one
each from Italy, Iraq, Poland, Norway, Denmark, Lebanon. Bulgaria
and France.

So while we cannot promise a Quinquereme of Nineveh, we can pro-
duce almost any other vessel from almost anywhere else in the world.

LONDON SAMSON

Photo: Port Line

The P L A. floating crane London Samson
lifting a yacht, the Caprice of Huon, on to the
Port Line m.v. Port Phillip, 9,947 g.r.t. in the
King Gearge V Dock recently. Also loaded was
the yacht Lorita Maria, The yachts were being
returned to Australia after taking part in the
Fastnet Ocean Race.

One ofthe P.L.A.'s new harbour service
faunches, the steel-hulled Benfleet at speed in
Northfleet Hope

Phota: Cameron
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Canadian Pacific's new Beaveroak, 7,.000tons
d.w.t., loads at the Royal Victoria Dock before
her maiden vayage. The new ship is specially
ice-strengthened for winter voyages up the

St. Lawrence

A new “‘Beaver’’ for Canadian Pacific

The Port of London has been the starting point for many maiden voyages
and it was from the Royal Victoria Dock that yet another vessel set out
on her first voyage recently. She is the new cargo liner Beaveroak.
7.000 tons d.w.t., which joins Canadian Pacific’s fleet of “Beavers™ on
the service between the United Kingdom, the Continent and Canada.

The new ship is ice-strengthened to enable her to navigate up the St.
Lawrence to Montreal in ice conditions beyond Lloyds Class I Ice, and
her raked stem with cut up has been designed for this purpose. The
shell has been strengthened throughout the length of the ship and a
further precaution is an ice horn over the top of the rudder.

Beaveroak has been designed basically for handling container traffic
(including refrigerated containers), provision being made for the use of
fork lift trucks on the second and upper decks. A high degree of auto-
mation has been incorporated, including an English Electric “‘watch-
keeper” in the engine room which continuously scans 202 sensing points
of the main engines. auxiliary equipment and cargo containers. By the
use of this equipment a routine schedule which could take an engineer
one hour to check manually is monitored and recorded on Beaveroak
in less than two minutes. Another interesting point is that the main en-
gine, of the “Clarke-Sulzer”™ 6RD68 type, can be operated from the
bridge. The ship has a service speed of 16 knots.

As we go to press we learn that the ship has just completed her first
transatlantic round voyage. She will be able to display her ice-
strengthened qualities in the New Year when she is scheduled to make
a voyage up the St. Lawrence to Quebec and Montreal in February. This
will be a record winter penetration of the river by a Canadian Pacific
vessel, Quebec having been the limit in the past.

The “Beaver™ fleet will operate a regular service from London and
other European ports to Saint John, New Brunswick.

Navigational Aids for Shipping . . _
A recent publication issued by the G.P.O. entitled Radio Services for

Shipping will, no doubt, be of interest to the many users of the Port of

London. The booklet, which is available free of charge from Radio
Services Department, G.P.O. Headquarters, Room 643, Union House,
St. Martin’s-le-Grand, London, E.C.1., is a mine of information on the
services available through the G.P.O. It contains details of radio
stations. examines present facilities in the light of estimated future
demands and features information on radiotelegrams, radiotelephone
calls and present charges and conditions.
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The extent to which detailed navigational information can ease the
work of pilots and masters, is, of course, nowhere better demonstrated
than in the day to day operation of the P.L.A.’s Thames Navigation
Service at Gravesend.

Pineapples by Express Delivery

When the Benloval came into service in 1959 her owners, the Ben Line,
were the first shipping company to use 20-knot ships in the trade be-
tween Europe and the Far East. Today the Ben Line operates three fast
services each month to the East, average passage times being: Singapore
—19 days: Bangkok—22 days: Hongkong 27 days; and Japan—33
days.

The newest ship in this service, Benledi, 13,000 tons d.w.t., has recently
returned to London at the end of her 23,000 mile maiden voyage, carry-
ing among her cargo canned Malayan pineapple which British house-
wives were able to buy only a few weeks after it was picked and processed.
Al a ceremony on board Benledi shortly after her arrival at the Royal
Docks, her Master, Captain O. Tucker, presented a golden tin of pine-
apple to Miss Noorina Sopiee, daughter of a senior official from the
office of the High Commissioner for Malaysia, to celebrate the occasion.

To celebrate the arrival inthe Royal Docks of a
large shipment of Malayan pineapple only four
weeks after it was picked and canned in Johore
the Master of Benledi presented a golden tin of
the fruit to the daughter of a senior officral of

the office of the High Commissioner for Malaysia

Photo: Ben Line

Left: The Mercury capsule from Freedom 7 in
which Commander Alan Shepard made the
first American manned space flight in 1961
arriving at the Roya/Docks en route to the
Science Museum where it will be on display for
six months. It has been loaned by the
Smithsonian lnstitute

Photo: P.L.A.

Right : But beer prefers horses (or do horses
prefer beer 7) Baoth the beer (Whitbread's) and
the harses (twe af those which draw the Lord
Mayor's coach) were enroute to Belgium for the
"October Feasts”. The horsesare Crown and
Anchor from the Whitbread team. The ship into
which the equipage is being driven with

Mr. Jack Strickland at the reins, is the roll-on,
roll-off Doric Ferry of the Transport Ferry
Service who willroll out this particufar bunch of
barrels to Whitbread's continental customers at
Antwerp

Photo: Transport Ferry Service




Mermaid Theatre

The revival of plays by dramatists whose works outraged the conven-
tions of our forebears can be nothing but a good thing, if only because
they can be seen as a yardstick to measure the progress of human
thought. But when such a play is spiced with Shavian wit and sparkle
and contains much that is as applicable to modern days as to the time
of its first production, then it is worth doing for the entertainment value
alone. Such is the case with “Fanny’s First Play”, whose production in
1911 was Shaw’s first commercial success and which the Mermaid
Theatre have revived with notable success.

Shaw himself described the play as a “pot-boiler”, though later ad-
mitting that it had more meat in it than his first description implied.
After half a century, and although the “angry young people” in Fanny’s
play seem to us to be insufferably self-righteous, and the lampoons of
Shaw’s critics are largely lost upon us, the meat is still there all right.
The youngsters' rebellion against the conventions of the middle-class
morality of their time has its parallel in much that we see today though
the conclusion can also be drawn that the only constant in a world of
fast-changing moral attitudes is the cry of parents of every generation,
*What is the world coming to?".

The Mermaid production has some clever characterisations, notably
Barbara Mitchell’s Mrs. Gilbey and Timothy Bateson’s Mr. Knox,
whose bewilderment at the escapades of their offspring in their separate
drunken assaults upon the police is manifest in every word and action.
Gwendolyn Watts, as the “daughter of joy™ with a heart of gold, gives
a splendidly uninhibited performance and the rest of the cast do well in
Don Taylor’s production of a play whose theme can be summed up in
Shaw’s own words **. . . the young had better have their souls awakened
by disgrace. capture by the police, and a month’s hard labour, than
drift along from their cradles to their graves doing what other people do
for no reason other than that other people do it. . . ."

From the beautiful Loire Valley Chateau of Villandry (left) the ship below takes hername.
She is the car-ferry Villandry, jointly owned by the British and French railways, launched in
November. 1984 by Chantiers Dubigeon-Normandie at Nantes. She s in service on the
Newhaven-Dieppe route and was recently brought to the Port of London, that perfect
nautical shop window. The Villandry /s 3447t long and carries vehicles on two decks.
Loading is through stern doors. Beautifully appointed and equipped, the vessel brings new
standards of cross-channel travel.

1 mamanehnian |
JEANEEIEIG, o : Opposite : This picture, taken from the top of the jib of the P.L.A.'s new floating crane

London Leviathan, seems to express the spivit of Londan River—ships arriving and leaving
orn the tide. as they have done for two thousand years. Nowadays Tower Bridge, gateway to
the world and symbol of London River throughout the seven seas, stands astride the
birthplace of the port. The Port of London provides liner services, of a range and frequency
which ne portin the country can match, to all parts of the globe. Richest in experience and
newaest in equipment and facilities, it s not just a commercial enterprise—it is the heart of
the commercial life of the nation.
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Ocean Travel out of London

by E.B. Preston
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The Monte Ulia, 10,123 g.r.t., of the Spanish Aznar Line leaving The Pool of London

HE formidable total of 59.298.000 tons of

cargo passed through the Port of London in

the year ending 31st March, 1965, giving
irrefutable statistical proof of its supremacy as the
leading cargo-port in the United Kingdom.

This pre-eminence in one sphere, however, tends
to obscure the fact that London also handles a con-
siderable traffic in passengers, 70,943 and 124.789 of
them having embarked or disembarked in the
Docks and at Tilbury Landing Stage respectively
during the same period: and this aspect of the Port’s
activities demonstrates very fully the diversity of
ocean travel. Sailing out of London are ships of
every size and type, offering the prospective
passenger voyages of varying length to most parts
of the globe, in accommodation ranging from the
sumptuous suites of a luxury liner to the minimum
requirements for a reasonably comfortable journey
in a small cargo-ship: something in fact, to suit all
pockets and every kind of taste.

Not unnaturally, Tilbury Dock, with the P.L.A.
Landing Stage conveniently close to railhead, road

and ferry, is regarded as the most usual point of
arrival and departure for passengers on the London
River, with the Royal Group in second place; but a
few examples chosen at random will serve to show
that the intending ocean traveller can sail from
practically every dock in the Authority’s system.
But beginning as far upstream as possible, he can
embark in the Pool of London in a ship of the Spanish
Aznar Line, bound for Spain and Madeira. or he
can set out on his sea adventures from the London
Dock for a voyage to the Western Mediterranean in
a ship of the MacAndrews fleet, ranging in size
from 1.200—2,600 g.r.t., most of which have cabins
for as few as four or as many as 12 passengers.
From the South-West India Dock he can embark
on a more extensive tour of the Eastern Mediter-
ranean and North Africa by Prince Line, the largest
and latest of whose 12-passenger motor-ships is the
4.800-ton Lancastrian Prince; and from the same
dock or the Millwall Dock nearby on a roughly
similar itinerary by Ellerman’s Wilson Line. which
usually employs on this run vessels of about 2,300
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3,000 g.r.t. Also from Millwall Dock sail Strick &
Ellerman ships of between 8.000—9.500 g.r.t., most
of which carry 12 passengers on a much longer
voyage to Red Sea Ports and the Persian Gulf.

Across the River in the Surrey Commercial Dock
he can take passage for Gdynia, Leningrad, or
South and West Finnish ports in a ship belonging to
the United Baltic Corporation. which may be as
small as 1.600 tons or as large as 3,500, and in which
he will find himself one of 2 or 3 passengers. The
average tourist will prefer to visit the Baltic during
the sunny months of the short northern summer; but
U.B.C. ships, which are strengthened for ice, make
the round voyage with unfailing regularity in severe
winter conditions, when the accommodation is often
used as an economical form of travel by business-
men or au pair girls.

Moving downstream and back to the north shore.
the Royal Docks offer a rich selection of ocean travel
opportunities. for here are berthed many of the
larger passenger-vessels based on London: the New
Zealand Shipping Company’s Rangitane and Rangi-
toto, 21,865 g.r.t.. employed on the long voyage to
New Zealand—an excellent way of escape from the
English winter; Royal Mail Lines’ Aragon, Amazon
and Arlanza. 20,000-ton mailships on a regular fast
schedule to East Coast ports of South America; the
Union Castle Line's Kenya Castle, Rhodesia Castle
and Braemar Castle. all of 17,000 g.r.t., engaged on
the East Africa service and periodically on the
Round Africa voyage—another popular winter
escape route—although the Braemar Castle’s
future is at present undecided after her return to
London in November of this year: and the Kenva
and Uganda, British India’s 14,000-ton sister-ships
taking passengers down the East Coast of Africa as
far as Durban with many interesting ports of call
en roife.

For those who find the allure of the Orient peren-
nially irresistible. the P & O mailships Chitral and
Cathay provide an agreeable glimpse of Ceylon,
Malaya, Hong Kong and Japan on their scheduled

round voyages from King George V Dock. Each of

13.000 g.r.t., they carry what is for their size a small
number of first-class passengers only—about 220—
surrounded by the luxury of a much larger ship but
in a more relaxed atmosphere.

Also berthing regularly in the Royal Docks—
although wusually discharging in the South-West
India—are the Ellerman & Bucknall quartet, City
of Durban, City of Exeter. City of Port Elizabeth and
City of York, each of 13,345 g.r.t., and each with
accommodation for about 100 passengers to South
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Today, the luxury of
a swimming pool is
found in the
“Twelvers'' as well as
the biggest passenger
liners—the screened
swimming pool on
the Ben Line's Benledi,
and below, the same
ship’s passengers’
beautiful lounge.

The Benledi, providing
a fast service to the
Far East, carries
passengers in three
double berth and six
single berth cabins of
outstanding taste and
comfort

Photo: Ben Lin

and East African ports: the 10,700-ton Argentina
Star and her sisters of the Blue Star Line, carrying
a smaller complement to the East Coast of South
America; and Shaw Savill’s Ceramic, 15.896 g.r.t.
and Gothic, of the same size, which are still taking
passengers to the Antipodes. although two similar
vessels, Athenic and Corinthic have recently had this
accommodation removed and are now cargo-
carriers only, following the management’s decision
to concentrate passenger-traffic in the Southern Cross
and the Northern Star. which cater solely for this
trade and have no cargo-space.

This current trend among shipping companies. re-
lated to rising costs and changing patterns of travel.
is particularly unfortunate for those whose passion
for ocean voyaging outstrips the depth of their
pockets, for it has also affected the type of cargo-
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ship carrying 12 passengers al modest fares. The
British & Commonwealth Shipping Company has
eliminated passenger cabins in the “twelves” of
both the Union-Castle and Clan Lines, the Argp//-
shire of the Scottish Shire Line remaining at present
the only cargo-vessel belonging to the Group that
still takes passengers. The Blue Funnel Line has
followed suit with the removal by the end of 1964 of
all passenger accommodation from the Anchises
and *“H’ class ships, a process which will probably
be extended to the “P" class, leaving unaltered only
the M’ class “twelves™ in the United Kingdom—
Far East trade.

Nevertheless quite a few companies are main-
taining untouched—at any rate for the present—the
passenger cabins in their cargo-ships, and several of
these begin their long voyages from the Royal
Docks. The P. & O. Company’s S class, of about
9.000 in gross tonnage, and the slightly smaller “C™
class, sail regularly to the Far East on itineraries
that may include India, Malaysia. Thailand, Hong
Kong, the Philippines, Formosa and Japan. The
Ben Line—also berthing in the South-West India—
on a similar run, offer unusually luxurious accom-
modation for a cargo-vessel. especially in their new
Benloyal class of over 11,000 g.r.t. For those wishing
to visit Australia and New Zealand. the 13.000-ton
ships of the Port Line, such as the Port New Ply-
mouth and her sister the Port Nicholson, provide
ample space for 12 passengers. Running to the Pacific
coast of North America are the “Loch’ class ships
of Royal Mail Lines in the 10.000—11,000-ton
range; and the same Company’s “E’* class of about
7.500 g.r.t. make regular voyages to the West Indies,
the Spanish Main. or the West Coast of South
America, the latter being also served by the 8,600-

Above: The Royal Mail Line's
Arlanza, one of the company’s
20,000 ton mailships on a fast
schedule to East Coast ports of
South America.

Phota; Rayal Mail Line

Below : The distinctive P & O liner
Oronsay, 27,632 g.r.t., with her
“welsh hat” funnel is a regular
visitor to the Tilbury Docks

Photo: P & O

ton air-conditioned Pizarro, Potosi and Coto Paxi
of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company, while
the East Coast ports of the South American con-
tinent are on the itinerary of the Houlder Line’s
10,700-ton passenger-carrying cargo-ships, with
calls at the Canary and Cape Verde Islands on the
way.

Finally, at Tilbury Dock and Tilbury Landing
Stage, an immense amount of passenger activity
takes place. From the Landing Stage, used by the
largest liners entering the Thames, there are regular
sailings by Swedish Lloyd’s graceful passenger
vessels to Gothenborg, as well as by ships of the
Baltic State Steamship Line bound for Russia, and
British India’s ““floating classrooms™, the school-
ships Dunera and Devonia.

Inside the dock itself function the roll-on, roll-off
services of the Atlantic Steam Navigation Company.
which ferry all forms of road transport. with their
drivers, across to Antwerp and Rotterdam. Here.
too, operates the group of shipping companies
which have combined to serve West African ports:
Elder Dempster. Black Star. Guinea Gulf, Nigerian
National, and Palm Lines. In many of their ships.
which are usually between 5.000 and 7.000 g.r.t., an
Owner’s Suite for two passengers is provided, which
can consist of dayroom, sleeping-cabin and bath-
room.

Across the dock lie the great white ships of
P & O—Orient Lines, whose passenger complements
number between 1,400 and 1,600, their gross ton-
nage varying slightly from the 28,000-ton Himalaya,
Oronsay and Oreades to the Orsova, 28,800 tons, and
the Arcadia and Iheria, each of 29,600 tons. An ex-
ception is the Chusan, 24,261 g.r.t., which normally
berths in the King George V Dock, although often
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embarking her passengers at the Landing Stage.
Except during their busy cruising season, all these
ships sail from Tilbury to India, Malaysia, the Far
East. Australia, and across the Pacific—or alterna-
tively via the Atlantic and the Panama Canal—to
the West Coast of the United States and Canada:
the sort of itinerary that constitutes the ocean
traveller’s dream of a long sea voyage.

From this brief and far from comprehensive
survey, it will be concluded that passenger-carrying
vessels can be divided into four main categories: the
large and luxurious, in size—so far as London is
concerned—of not less than 15.000 and not more
than 30,000 g.r.t., accommodating a large number of
passengers but also taking considerable quantities
of cargo; a smaller class of between 10,000 and
14,000 tons, with a passenger-list of anything from
85 to 250, in which passengers and cargo are roughly
of equal importance; a third category designed
primarily to carry cargo which augments its earnings
by taking a few passengers as well, 12 being such a
usual number that a whole class of these vessels has
emerged as a post-war development; and lastly,
cargo-ships pure and simple, in which room has
been found to accommodate two extra persons over
and above the normal ship’s complement.

For those with a genuine love of the sea such
voyages provide an excellent return for a very

reasonable outlay. The quarters vary from the ade-
quate to the comfortable; they will almost certainly
include a private bathroom for the very good reason
that such an arrangement is the most convenient for

The 21,809 g.r.t. Rangitoto, of the New
Zealand Shipping Company, in the Royal
Docks. In the summer months regular
P.L.A. River and Dock Cruises afford the
public the opportunity of seeing the
wonderful sight of lines of big ships such
as this, in the Docks. No other port offers
such a range of passenger services as
London

Phota: Cameron

all concerned. The deck space in the smaller ships
will be limited and the lounge equally so, but meals,
taken in the saloon either with the ship’s officers or
after they have finished. will be generous in quantity
and often unexpectedly good in quality, even if
sometimes lacking in what restaurateurs call the
“art of presentation’,

No extra hands will have been signed on to look
after so few additional persons, even when a spare
cabin or even the hospital has been made available
for a third passenger; and the service, however
willing. must necessarily be circumscribed. So long
as the passenger realises that he can no more demand
a good deal of personal attention than he can ex-
pect the ship to adapt her stay in port to suit his own
convenience, then he will enjoy his voyage. At least
he is experiencing the life at sea without adornment,
as it is lived by two-thirds of merchant seamen ; and
since he will be obliged to spend a large part of his
time alone, or in the society of the other passenger,
it might well be the ideal solution for a honeymoon!

Another magnificent passenger liner
which comes regularly to the Royal
Docks, the Shaw Savill & Atkinson
Company's Gothic, 15,911 g.r.t., the
liner chosen to take the Queen on
her Commonwealth tour

FPhoto: Caneron




Aboard a “twelve” he will find that considerably
more attention has been given to his welfare. His
cabin—with private bath or shower—is probqb]y
larger and better furnished than any equivalent in a
p;l;‘;cnger-ship below the level of a de luxe suite. In
the saloon he and his fellows will be allocated to the
senior officers’ tables; the lounge will most likely be
equipped with a small bar—in some calrgn_-\-'essels
there is a separate cocktail bar—and there is room
on the boatdeck, despite the cargo-gear, for vario us
games to be played, such as deck quoits, deck tennis
and shuffleboard. The illusion of a passenger-liner
in miniature may well be enhanced by the officers
themselves participating in the passengers’ amuse-
ments to the extent of organising an evening's
“horse-racing”’, “housey-housey™, and almost cer-
tainly a captain’s cocktail-party.

In spite of all this, however, it is the cargo that
matters. The cargo controls the ship’s movements.
regulates the duration of her stay in port. It may be
infuriating for the passenger to be obliged to leave
Hong Kong before he has explored its many
possﬁuilities: but if Hong Kong has no cargo to oﬂ‘-.fr
at the moment and a lucrative *““parcel’ of timber is
waiting to be loaded in Otaru before a certain date,
then the ship will sail. The passenger voyaging to
Jamaica may feel frustrated because the ship does
not lie in Kingston; but if “‘no inducement’™ presents
itself in Kingston and a cargo of bulk sugar can be
picked up in the outports. then to the outports she
will go.

To counterbalance this sort of disadvantage, the
cargo-ship should normally spend days in port where
her larger, passenger-carrying sister, working to a

tight schedule, can afford to spend no more lha}n
hours; and she will visit many places off the main
sea-routes that the mail-ship never enters.

Yet there is nothing quite to equal the experience
of travelling in luxury, in the sort of ship in which
passengers have top priority. over which a great
deal of care, consideration and money has been ex-
pended to ensure that they are fed. housed, trans-
ported, and suitably entertained in conditions that
a confirmed sybarite would not despise.

The list of facilities provided for the passengers’
convenience is formidable. Air-conditioning, stabi-
lisers, swimming-pools, dance-floors, superb and
over-abundant food, magnificent public rooms,
cabins as large and luxurious as many a modern
flat: there is nothing, it seems, that the shipowner
has not thought of for their comfort, safety and
enjoyment.

Yet to the seasoned traveller, in the final analysis
the most valuable asset of any ship is the human
element. It is people who are the ship’s best advo-
cates: the hospitable and friendly officers; the head
waiter, smiling and attentive, who murmurs: ““The
Staff-Captain would like vou at his table, sir’; the
bedroom steward who says he is ““glad to be looking
after you again, sir’’; the smokeroom steward who
remembers that the pre-lunch gin should be iced.
and the after-dinner coffee black, with sugar.

But whatever the kind of ship, length of voyage
or oceans crossed, when he steps ashore again in
London, he will have benefited by that unique. al-
ways unforgettable, and sometimes wonder-working
experience known as ocean travel.

Don't forget the
driver! Whose
accommodation
nowadays is almost as
good as that for the
passengers. This
engineer is seated at
the control station of
the main engine of the
Bendearg, 16,000-ton
cargo liner of the Ben
Line. She achieved 20
knots on trials and is

the largest liner built
so far for the company

Photo: Ben Line
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The least altered view in London.
The old Royal Hospital,
Greenwich, about 1755 as
painted by Canaletto

Reproduced by Courtesy of the Trustees.
National Maritime Musewm

MARITIME GREENWICH by Frank G. G. Cuarr
(Pitkin, 2s. 6d.).

The most unaltered view in London. the riverside
scene which includes the old Royal Hospital at Green-
wich, is also one of the most beautiful. Here too is the
National Maritime Museum, the cha rge of the author of
this booklet, who is its Director, On the hill in Green-
wich Park is the old Royal Observatory. On the fore-
shore, the famous old clipper Cutty Sark is preserved in
her permanent dry dock. The Royal Naval College has
its home here, its most famous feature being perhaps the
lovely Painted Hall, ranking after the Sistine Chapel.
“Some hold, however, that Thornhill's composition is
more masterly than that of Michaelangelo. Sir James
Thornhill worked on the hall for 20 years from 1707 to
1727 with his assistants. In the parish church of St.
Alfege, Wolfe lies buried. In the Queen’s House, is hung
the famous Sir Godfrey Kneller portrait of Samuel
Pepys, the “saviour of the navy”. The chronometer
which Captain Bligh used during the ill-fated Bounty
voyage can be seen ticking away merrily in the Naviga-
tion Room of the National Maritime Museum where, if
you are very unlucky, you will not find the nautical
picture you want among a collection of 200.000 photo-
graphs.

If there is a more lovely and fascinating place on
London River than Greenwich it remains undiscovered,
Frank Carr’s account of all the wonders of Greenwich,
brief though it is, conveys the special charm of this part
of Thames-side and some of his own enthusiasm comes
over too. The photographs are felicitously chosen and
in the booklet’s 25 pages there is compressed a wealth
of factual information presented in a readable style. The
National Maritime Museum’s Director has shown that
that normally highly suspect genre—the tourist booklet
—can be a valuable and attractive work.

A SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY MARINER by A. G,
Course (Muller, 30s.).

In 1659, apprenticed to the chief master’s mate, a
young man of 17 years, Edward Barlow. Joined his first
ship. This was the Nazeby, afterwards the Royal Charles.
Nothing unusual in that. But Barlow has given the
world one of the best contemporary day-to-day accounts
of life at sea at the time. His journal records the whole
of his nautical life and. like Pepys’ famous diary, is a
major source book. The last entry occurs when he was
61 and immediately after his survival of the great storm
of 1703 which caused terrible losses at The Nore and in
the Downs.

His journal has been published before in a two-volume
work edited by Basil Lubbock but this is now out of
print and Captain Course’s simple and straightforward
account is timely. It soon becomes apparent why
Barlow has such an appeal for Captain Course. The
20th-century master mariner appreciates the superb sea-
manship and skill of Barlow who. nevertheless, did not
rise to more than temporary command. For the rest of
us, there is pleasure in the development of a noble and
attractive personality.

As an accurate source on maritime life at the time, in
naval and merchant ships and particularly in the early
East Indiamen. Barlow’s journal is. of course, invalu-
able and Captain Course brings out this aspect with
understanding and clarity.

Like many more outstanding men with high personal
standards, Barlow was his own worst enemy for he
could not suffer fools gladly. even when they were in a
position to help or hinder his career. For this reason, he
failed to get commands, often when he seemed the
obvious choice. If only he could have curbed his tongue
until afrer he had obtained the patronage he sought!

Since the navy, the East India Company and indeed,
most of British maritime commerce was based on the
Thames, Captain Course’s book is full of the detail
which appeals to Thamesmen. The author has an
attractive habit of following byways of nautical history.
Dealing with piracy for instance, the author tells us that
even as late as 1817 a Moorish piratical raid in search of
slaves took place in the Thames! Anxious navigators may
be relieved to learn that the navigator of one of Barlow’s
ships was so far out in his reckoning that he sailed the
ship into the Bristol Channel in the beliel that he was
entering the English Channel,

The book is full of this kind of anecdote and comment
and, being equipped with an index. is a useful reference
book in addition to being a highly readable presentation
of one of the best journals of its type ever written.

AL.

SMALL BOAT IN SOUTHERN FRANCE by Roger
Pilkington (Macmillan, 30s.).

Enthusiasts of the “Small Boat™ series will welcome
this ninth meeting with an old friend to share the tran-
quil joys of this final voyage of the ageing Commodore
from Trévaux on the Sadne to Bordeaux via Rhéne, the
Camargue, the Canal du Midi and the Garonne. The
voyage begins where the last book Small Boat through
France, (reviewed August 1964) ended.
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In his usual charming vein of good humoured leisureli-
ness sharpened with flashes of gentle irony, Pilkington
describes French life and landscape as seen from the
comparatively unusual angle of canal and river. Here
there is ample time to “stand and stare™ at cypress and
praying mantis, to taste the local wine, for Muscat de
Frontignan found favour with Louis X1V, Voltaire,
Hercules and Zeus: and to explore churches and castles
steeped in the grim history of the Albigensian heresy.

This is no “seven countries in seven days’ type of tour
burning up the miles on the highways of Europe and
gulping down its history in indigestible chunks. True,
the bloody story of Languedoc equals any of history’s
many horrors but in the example of the Cathars so
mercilessly slaughtered by fire and sword 700 years ago,
Pilkington obviously found further strengthening of
his own faith in spiritual freedom which neither Innocent
II1 nor his successors of the Inquisition could forever
suppress. But the dark deeds of the past are not allowed
to disturb too harshly the sunny present-day quiet of tree
lined banks and pretty canal towns like St. Gilles, where
excitement stems from the “‘course”™—a more humane
form of bull entertainment than the Spanish variety.
Later, near Bordeaux an amusing variation on the theme
was found in “le Tauroball”—soccer with a loose bull
on the field!

Difficulties of language, of ladderless locks, weed
fouled propeller, or obstructionist fishermen are recalled
with amusement rather than exasperation. One wonders
if they seemed that way at the time! Perhaps small boat
owners are more patient by nature than car owners.

Among the figures of history and legend who people
the book from Simon de Montfort to Aucassin and
Nicolette, none is more truly the hero of the occasion
than Pierre-Paul Piquet whose brilliant engineering
combined with Colbert’s drive and Louis XIV’s patron-
age to create the Canal du Midi linking Mediterranean
and Atlantic. As a very knowledgeable and experienced
canal wuser, Pilkington describes with appreciative
enthusiasm the difficulties and achievements of the man
whose work has endured, with little modification for
300 vears. He only regrets that Frenchmen as a whole
make little use of their canals for pleasure, so that many
have decayed beyond use.

Sadness at the final parting with the Commodore is
mitigated by the promise of Commodore Il now taking
shape in a Greenwich shipyard and future voyages on
the Thames and to the Black Sea. AL

TANKER DIRECTORY OF THE WORLD 1965 edited
by John Fordree (Terminus Publications, Ltd., 80s.).
Oiltankers. despite their unromantic cargoes and some-
what monotonous service schedules, have a fascination
all their own. Partly this arises from the immense size of
many modern tankers—they have an air of titanic power
enhanced by the vast energy potential of their huge
cargoes. Last year’s Tanker Directory listed, in the
“league tables™ of tankers, four of over 100,000d.w.t. and
nine between 90,000 and 100,000 d.w.t. The 1965 edition
shows that there are now six tankers of over 100,000
d.w.t. in service and 22 in the 90,000 to 100,000 d.w.t.
group.

The directory section itself contains 30 more pages
than the previous edition and provides an alphabetical
list of tankers of over 400 d.w.t. giving flag, owner, ton-
nage, propulsion, builders and year of build. There are

4,768 entries in this section, an indication of the immen-
sity of the world’s demands for energy sources. Tanker
owners and managers and their fleets are listed and
owners and managers are cross-indexed.

There is the usual wide range of interesting articles
headed by Research into Tanker Problems by Dr. R.
Hurst, Director of Research at the British Ship Research
Association. A sign of the times is provided by the article
by H. Stanbrough on Cleaning For Grain at Sea; increas-
ing competition demands that unproductive time in
port be cut to a minimum.

A completely new section deals with Propulsion Diesel
Engine Types in 15 pages covering a selection of the
world’s foremost marine diesel engine ranges. The
Tanker Terminals section, introduced last year, has been
revised and extended, whilst the Sraristics pages have
been entirely re-designed.

THE FURY OF THE SEAS by Edward Rowe Snow
(Alvin Redman, 21s.).

The power of the storm-whipped ocean is immense.
Rachel Carson in her authoritative work The Sea
Around Us, refers to a well-authenticated observation of
a wave 100ft. high. At Wick in northern Scotland in
1877 the sea tore loose a single mass of stone and con-
crete forming the pier and weighing 2,600 tons.

That men can survive the fury of the seas seems scarce
believable yet Edward Rowe Snow’s tales show that
people did weather the disasters he describes. The
present volume, as he states in his introduction, deals
with maritime catastrophe for which the raging of the
ocean was responsible and opens with accounts of four
hurricanes along the New England seaboard. the first in
1635 and the last in 1938. The Flving Dutchman legend
is covered, but perhaps a more disturbing mystery is pro-
vided by the utter disappearance, in January, 1918, of the
U.S.S. Cyelops, a ship in the transportation service.
Unusual circumstances surrounded the disappearance
of this ship. The captain had spent some of his early life
in Berlin and just before the ship sailed on her last
voyage he disposed of much personal property of the
kind one would sell if leaving a country for the last time.

“No survivors ™ was also the requiem for all on board
the British naval frigate Saldanha wrecked on the east
coast of Ireland in 1811. Actually one survivor did turn
up—the captain’s parrot, only to be shot as a hawk some
months later. Round the neck of the supposed hawk was
a gold ring inscribed “*Capt. Pakenham, H.M.S.
Saldanha™.

Snow’s tales, then, are more than descriptions of
storms at sea—there is even a hidden treasure legend
among the stories—and the collection makes good read-
ing. An index of names of people, places and ships makes
il easy to look up details of particular shipwrecks.

AL

BEST SEA STORIES edited by Oliver Warner (Faber,
21s.).

Where Edward Snow’s collection of nautical yarns is
a selection from history, Oliver Warner’s is a selection
from literature, beginning with Defoe’s famous Captain
Singleton and Smollett’s even better known Roderick
Random and fetching up with Monsarrat's The Cruel
Sea and Golding's Pincher Marrin. Between, Marryat,
Hardy, Conrad, Kipling, Masefield, “Bartimeus”, Leo
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Walmsley, C. S. Forester and Richard Hughes are all
represented by first class pieces of maritime fiction.
There should be a “‘rightness’™ about an anthology: it
should be more than a mere collection and one should
feel of each item that it was the obvious and inevitable

choice. Oliver Warner's anthology comes near to this

ideal and the chronological arrangement, though
claimed to be no more than a convenient one, seems in
fact to give form and purpose to the collection. At any
rate, it 1s an arrangement which gives a very convenient
survey of the development of sea-faring as a literary sub-
ject. It also provides a compelling artistic unity which
puts the book very nearly in the cannot-be-put-down
class. A.L.

THE PORTSMOUTH BLOCK-MAKING MACHIN-
ERY by K. R. Gilbert; a Science Museum Mono-
graph (H.M.S5.0., 5s.).
Machinery so perfect appears to act with the happy
certainty of instinct and the foresight of reason com-
bined.” So wrote the novelist Maria Edgeworth amazed
by the world’s first mass production plant which, with
six men in charge, could produce as many blocks in a
day as had formerly required the work of 60 men.

It is appropriate that the first substantial application
of machine tools to mass production should have been
for the manufacture of ships’ blocks—equipment used

in vast quantities by a maritime nation in the days of

sail. By 1808 the Portsmouth plant had an annual output
of 130,000 blocks: the estimated annual consumption by
the Royal Navy at the beginning of the 19th Century
was 100,000,

The credit for the design of a systematic plant for
mass production belongs to Marc Isambard Brunel,
father of Isambard Kingdom Brunel of Thames Tunnel,
Great Eastern and other engineering fame. Others,
however, such as Henry Maudslay who built the
machinery and Brigadier General Sir Samuel Bentham
who suggested that the Government should undertake
the work with powered machinery, made no small
contribution.

There were some 45 machines, designed and made so
well that they remained in service into the mid 20th
Century. As a result the Science Museum were able to
acquire from the Admiralty a representative group of
eight machines for their Machine Tool Collection.

Mr. Gilbert’s pamphlet, superbly produced and
illustrated sets the historical background, deseribes the
machines and their uses and, using hitherto unpublished
material settles the controversy over who should be
credited with the invention of the machinery.

THE ELIZABETH by Neil Potter and Jack Frost
(Harrap, 25s.).

The Queen Elizabeth, lag-ship of the Cunard fleet and
the world’s biggest passenger liner, is a vessel of 83,673
g.r.t. Launched in September, 1938 by Queen Elizabeth,
she was overtaken by world war before she could go
into service. In March, 1940 she sailed from the Clyde,
ostensibly to go to Seuthampton. In fact, she made her
famous secret dash across the Atlantic to New York.
So well had the secret of her real destination been kept
that enemy bombers had concentrated on Southampton
ready to try to destroy her.

During the war, whole divisions were transported in
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the Queen Elizabeth. Altogether 811,324 passengers
were carried during her troop-ship service and she
steamed 492,635 miles. Many tall tales have been told
about the war service of the two Queen ships and the
present volume is likely to have secondary value, apart
from its inherent interest. as a kind of official biography.
One apocryphal story, however, is irresistible. It claims
that when the Queen Elizabeth passed the battleship
H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth in the Red Sea, only one signal
passed between them—the word *‘Snap!”

She made her first commercial voyage in October,
1946, some of the passengers being people who had
booked before the ship had been launched. The ship has
carried famous cargoes too, notably the Lincoln copy of
Magna Carta, Lewis Carroll’'s first draft of Alice in
Wonderland and the largest collection of British and
foreign postage stamps ever to leave this country.

There must be few people who can resist the romance
and appeal of a giant liner and Neil Potter and Jack
Frost show a brilliant journalistic skill in their telling of
the story of a vessel which may well become the world’s
most famous ship. A.L.

BOOKS RECEIVED

Wellington Chamber of Commerce, New Zealand,

Business Directory and Register of Members, 1965.

An issue published to celebrate the centenary of
Wellington as the capital city of New Zealand.

What's Where in London with B.P. by Denys Parsons
(Kenneth Mason, 5s.).

Fifth edition of the well-known “offbeat London
shopping guide”. No matter what you want, its
source is likely to be listed here. From genuine
Australian boomerangs to zebra skins. it is all
presented in an entertaining fashion. Write to the
author if you have anything new (and recom-
mended) to offer in the way of off-beat shops and
services.

The London and Blackwall Railway by Geoffrey Body
and Robert L. Eastleigh (Trans-rail Publications, 288
Carterhatch Lane, Enfield, 6s.).

The Annual Dog Watch (Shiplovers’ Society of Vie-
toria: Seafarers’ Education Service, 5s. 6d.).

This year’s Dog Watch contains two items of
special interest to Thamesmen. the most startling
being an article Ships as Museums by Lars Grond-
strand who asserts roundly that “In many ways they
have made a real mess of her”, referring to the
Cutty Sark. Apart from alleged errors in her re-
rigging, Lars Grondstrand takes exception to the
housing of a collection of figure-heads in the lower
hold and especially to the visitors’ entrance which
has been cut in the ship’s port side. Grondstrand’s
argument is that if a ship is laid up as a museum she
should look exactly as she looked when on service.
Perhaps the next issue of Dog Warch will contain a
statement by the defence.

The other article of Thames-side interest des-
cribes the pLUTO project which supplied one million
gallons of fuel a day to the Allied forces in Europe
during the second world war,

These and other articles maintain Dog Watch at
its usual high standard.




8 The Port of Kobe, Japan

TRADE WINDS — The Far Eastern Trades: Part |

By E. C. Osborn

will recall that one of the more conspicuous
features of the London river and the London
Docks would be the exceptionally large, unraked,
blue funnel of an Alfred Holt ship. either as she
passed up- or down-stream, when it would be
visible for miles across the Essex marshes, or
towering above the single-storey transit sheds as she
lay at the berth, usually in the Royal Docks.
These tremendous funnels belonged to such well-
known ships as the Teucer, 9,100 g.r.t., a stalwart
veteran built in 1906, which not only survived the
First World War but took part in the Sicilian land-
ings during the Second; the Nestor, 14,600 g.r.t..
built in 1913 and carrying first-class passengers; the
Achilles, 11,400 g.r.t., one of the distinctive *“‘goal-
posters’; and the Autolycus, 7,800 g.r.t., ho@h
typical of the fleet’s steam-driven cargo-vessels in
the early °20’s, with a good sheer fore-and-aft.
slightly raked bow. counter-stern, and, of course.

THAMES-SlDERS of an older generation

the great funnel, set dead upright amidships and
painted the famous blue with a black top.

The first ship actually to wear this celebrated
colour was the Dumbarton Youth, a three-masted
sailing-vessel with direct action engines, which
Alfred Holt bought in 1852. An agreeable story
relates how, on taking over his new acquisition,
Holt discovered that he had also become the
possessor of a large number of bibles and some blue
paint. Over the disposal of the first item history is
reticent, but with admirable frugality the paint was
effectively applied to the Dumbarton Youth's tall,
thin funnel, thus settling almost by chance a choice
of colour that was to become a familiar name and a
common sight throughout the Eastern hemisphere.

Alfred Holt and his brother Philip were born into
the age of steam. although they followed the
custom of their period by crossing yards on their
steamers’ masts; for 1965 is the Centenary Year of
the Blue Funnel Line, this comprehensive title being
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normally used to embrace the group of companies
comprising Alfred Holt & Co., the Ocean Steam
Ship Co., Ltd., the China Mutual Steam Navigation
Co., Ltd., and the Nederlandsche Stoomvaart
Maatschappij ““Oceaan™ N.V.—the N.S.M.O. for
short,

The Ocean S.S. Co., began operations with the
Agamemnon, 2,280 g.r.t., a single-screw vessel
capable of 10 knots, barque-rigged with a single
funnel. Built in 1865 by Scott’s of Greenock—a firm
that was to record many contracts for the Blue
Funnel Line in its order-book—she sailed on her
maiden voyage in 1866 from Liverpool via the Cape,
Mauritius, Penang and Singapore to Hong Kong
and Shanghai; loaded tea at Foochow and com-
pleted the homeward run of 12,252 miles from
China in less than 58 days—a danger-signal to the
tea-clippers, then at the height of their powers.

In the same year and from the same yard came
in quick succession the Ajax and Achilles, com-
pleting the trio of sisters that were to found the
Line still called on Merseyside “the China
Company”, although to-day its trade routes run to
many other regions.

They established, too, the immutable system of
naming Blue Funnel ships after mortals in Homer's
Iliad or the Odyssey. This has been ascribed to the
Holts™ admiration for the heroes of Greek mytho-
logy, but an official definition states that the brothers
regarded the creation of their steamship company as
the supreme adventure of their lives, comparable to
the experiences of Ulysses in the Odyssey, and
named their fleet accordingly. The Homeric
analogy has been extended to the Company’s
Birkenhead shore establishments, Odyssey Works,
which houses all technical services, and Aulis, the
recently-opened training-school; Aulis being the
port from which the Greek warriors set sail for the

Trojan Wars, and therefore “a place of preparation
and a point of departure’ for the young seafarer.

As with all steamship companies on eastbound
runs, the impact of the new Suez route in 1869 gave
the Line a tremendous fillip, with a corresponding
expansion of the Blue Funnel fleet and the services
it provided.

These had begun with a weekly sailing from
Merseyside to the Straits Settlements. China, and
ultimately Japan; and in 1880 the connection with
London was initiated, to remain unbroken with
the exception of the war periods. Regular de-
partures from London were first scheduled in that
year. but eventually they were discontinued. and
London became—as it is to-day—one of the
principal discharging ports on the Far Eastern run.

In the same decade the rapid development of
rubber-planting in Malaya helped to fill the holds
of Blue Funnel ships and augment their sailings,
while coastal steamers owned by subsidiary
companies acted as feeder-vessels, bringing to the
great entrepot of Singapore such commodities as
tobacco from Sumatra and rice from Siam.

In 1902 Alfred Holt acquired 13 steamers
formerly owned by the China Mutual Steam
Navigation Company, a rival firm founded by
British merchants with interests in the China trade;
it exists to-day as a separate shipowning company
but totally integrated with the Ocean S.S. Co., and
the N.S.M.O. The last-named component of the
group is the result of Alfred Holt’s intervention in
the Java trade when. in 1891, he formed a Dutch

Photos: Conrtesy of Alfred Holt & Co.

Two famous early ships of the Blue Funnel
Line, the old Agamemnon, 1865—66 (left), and
the Nestor, 1913. The Agamemnon, bringing tea
to England in 62 days, was one of the ships
which spelled the doom of the tea clipper.
The Nestor began with 275 passenger berths,
soon raised to 338, She effected a sea rescue of
another ship, the Mungana, which she towed
170 miles, in 1936
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subsidiary to maintain a direct service between
Javanese ports and Amsterdam. Wholly belonging
to Holt’s. its ships under the Dutch flag ran in
conjunction with their British counterparts flying
the Red Ensign; and since the late war they con-
tinue to serve, as N.S.M.O. units, on regular sched-
ules between the Republic of Indonesia and
European ports.

Earlier still. Alfred Holt’s active mind had
explored the possibilities of a Blue Funnel link
between Singapore and the West Coast of
Australia, which became an accomplished fact in
1890, when a fortnightly sailing on this route was
inaugurated in conjunction with the Western
Australian Steam Ship Company Ltd. Although the
Australian line has long ago withdrawn, the
service has been continued by Blue Funnel ships
specially designed for the unusual conditions of the
trade. The latest of these is the remarkable Centaur,
8.000 g.r.t., which contrives to combine success-
fully the apparently irreconcilable demands of
carrying 200 passengers and 4,500 sheep, or 700
dairy cattle. together with refrigerated. liquid and
general cargo.

A mainline schedule to Melbourne and Sydney
began to function in 1901, but not until 1910 were
Blue Funnel passenger services introduced to the
Antipodes by three ships of the Aeneas class,
10,000 g.r.t. Similar accommodation was tried out
to the Far East after the First World War and
proved so popular that four 15-knot passenger-ships
of 11,300 g.r.t.—Sarpedon, Patroclus, Hector and
Antenor—were ordered to replace older vessels in
the early "20’s.

In 1915 Holt's bought the Indra Line. thus ac-
quiring trading connections between New York
and the Far East. Blue Funnel American interests
are now secured by co-operating with the Swedish
East Asia Company of Gothenburg to maintain the
Malaysia Indonesia Line from Gulf and Atlantic
ports, including New York, via Suez to Malaysia,
Thailand and Indonesia. The service has been
extended eastward to the Philippines. Hong Kong
and Japan, where ships then load for Kingston and
New York via Panama; the combined runs, under
the title of the Blue Sea Service, complete a circum-
navigation of the world.

The present Blue Funnel fleet is grouped in
classes. Those ships arriving in London, usually at
monthly intervals, from the Philippines, Malaysian
and Indonesian ports, belong either to the “A™
class, 8,000-ton vessels with a speed of 16 knots. or to
the more recent “M™ class, 17-knot ships built since
1957, while the larger P and “*H"" classes. operat-
ing on the Far East and Australian schedules
respectively, are capable of 181 knots. The funnels
are still there. of course, still blue and still unraked,
but neither so tall nor so proportionately large as
they used to be. nor even amidships in the Centaur,
where they are placed well aft, as they will be in the
new Priam class of 8 ships of 13,000 g.r.t., for which
an order has been placed this year.

Reluctantly, the Company is falling into line with
present-day demands by cutting down on some
passenger services and utilising the released space
for cargo needs. As further proof of this modernity
in outlook it has joined with three other leading
shipping groups. the P & O, British & Common-

The old Glenogle,

3,749 g.r.t., built in 1882
with a designed speed of
15 knots, was the only
two-funnelled ship in the
Glen Line, In 1885 she
was chartered by the
British Government as an
armed merchant cruiser.
In 1904 she was sold to
Burmese buyers and
registered in Rangoon

Photo: Courtesy of Glen Line
Litdd.
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Above: Today's Glenogle, 11,918 g.r.t., a cargo
liner with a service speed of 20 knots
Right: Wharf porters in Hong Kong

wealth, and Furness Withy to form the consortium
known as Ocean Containers Limited which, as its
name implies, is to promote improvements in the
field of containerised cargo; and the pending
amalgamation between the Ocean Steam Ship
Company and Liner Holdings, which includes the
Elder Dempster Line and the Henderson Line, will
constitute one of the largest dry cargo-ship com-
binations in existence.

An important associate of the Holt Group is the
Glen Line, acquired in 1935. This London-based
concern, originally known as McGregor Gow &
Co.. has always been a prominent participant in the
Far Eastern trade. At one period a component of
the Royal Mail Group, it is composed of the Glen
and Shire Lines, and to-day retains its independent
management, its own individuality, house-flag and
funnel. The latter, of a strong. deep red, is as
impressive in its way as the blue funnel of a Holt
ship. The Glen post-war fleet consists of 14 fine
cargo-vessels, most of them with refrigerated
space, of a gross registered tonnage between 8.000
and 12,000. They are exceptionally fast for cargo-
ships; the Glenfalloch, 11,900 g.r.t., and her sisters,
Glenlyon, Glenogle and Flintshire. all built in 1962
and 1963, were given a speed of 20 knots. Named
after Scottish Glens or Welsh “shires’, they main-
tain a fortnightly service from London to Japan.
Hong Kong and Manila, with occasional sailings to
ports in the People’s Republic of China. Since they
both load and discharge in London, there are
usually two “*Glens™ in dock together. and it is not
uncommon to see a third berthed with her sisters in
the Royal Group.
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One of many foreign lines trading between the
Far East and London is Det Ostasiatiske Kompagni
of Copenhagen—more conveniently known to us as
the East Asiatic Company—which was founded in
1897 with support from the Danish Royal Family.
and rapidly became one of Denmark’s greatest
shipping enterprises. Its business interests extend to
many parts of the world, such as North America.
South Africa, the West Indies and Australasia,
although the scope of the present article is confined




to its Far Eastern connection, which embraces
valuable teak concessions, rubber estates and
forests in Malaysia and Siam.

The Company is notable for its early champion-
ship of Rudolf Diesel’'s marine oil-engine, and in
1910 Burmeister and Wain received an order to
build the celebrated Selandia, 4,964 gr.t., the
world’s first ocean-going motor-ship. Before her
maiden voyage in 1912 she visited London, lying in
the West India Dock, where she was inspected by
many important people, among them Mr Winston
Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty. Her
appearance attracted much attention owing to the
entire absence of any vestige of a funnel, although
she had three tall masts. So successful was her first
voyage to Singapore and Bangkok that two sister-
ships followed as fast as they could be built, the
Jutlandia and Fiona, and these, with later units,
began to make regular London calls on the home-
ward voyage from Siam. Subsequent motor-vessels
on the run from Copenhagen to China and Japan
were larger, with four masts; inevitably they were
known locally on the China Coast as “four piecee
bamboo—no smoke™. The last of these distinctive
funnelless ships to be built for the East Asiatic
was the Falstria, 6,998 g.r.t., laid down in 1940 but
not completed until 1945.

8
4

These ships had accommodation for 50 or 60
passengers, but here again the post-war trend has
been to reduce this figure. The **M™’ class, built in
the late "40’s and early "50s, carry 12 passengers in
air-conditioned comfort, but in the latest construc-
tion only two double cabins have been provided.
The newest and largest additions to the fleet are
modern cargo-liners such as the Ayuthia and
Asmara, each of 10,800 g.r.t. with engines and
living quarters aft, and the 12,500 g.r.t. motor-
tankers Asia, Java and Nakskov, all built in the
years 1960-61. Hulls are usually black with a white
band, or very pale grey, with white upperworks and
buff funnel. The house-flag shows a blue foul anchor
which is to be seen in red on the funnels and house-
flag of one of its many associated companies, the
United Baltic Corporation. East Asiatic ships
calling at London usually berth in Tilbury Dock.

Other foreign companies engaged in this trade
include the Dutch Nederland Line and the Royal
Rotterdam Lloyd; the French Cie. des Messageries
Maritimes; the Mitsui Line, Nippon Yusen Kaisha
and Osaka Shosen Kaisha of Japan: and the West
German Rickmers Line; all of which being of too
great a prominence to be dismissed in a sentence,
will be considered more fully as “Trade Winds”
progresses eastwards.

Of British companies, the P & O berths its
passenger-ships Cathay and Chitral, 13,800 g.r.t..
in the King George V Dock to discharge and load
cargo, although passengers embark at Southampton
for Malaysia, Hong Kong and Japan. Their cargo-
vessels, usually the 9,000-ton, 17-knot “S” class and
the smaller “C" class, also discharge in this dock.
and after visiting continental ports, load there on a
monthly schedule for Malaysia, Hong Kong, Thai-
land, the Philippines and Japan.

Ellerman & Bucknall maintain monthly sailings,
principally to Malaysian ports; and the Ben Line—
whose history will also be related in a future article
—conducts a fast and frequent service to the Far
East. This loosely defined region covers a huge and
varied loading area that ranges from the manu-
facturing centres of industrialised Japan and. on a
smaller scale, Hong Kong, to the hardwood forests
of Sarawak and Borneo, and the rubber estates and
tin mines of the Malay peninsula.

From Far Eastern forest to London—the
biggest teak log ever brought out of Burma
being unloaded in London. Besides providing
by far the most frequent cargo liner services
in the country, London is, of course, the
nation’s leading timber port

Photo: P L.A.
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When you plan to visit
an export market use these services
of the Westminster Bank

V()'[‘I IING can beat the personal visit,
1 the on-the-spot investigation of an
export market. On one condition: that your
visit is planned as carefully as a military
operation. Let the Westminster help you
make your plan.

Ask your Manager

Your local Westminster Branch Manager has all
the resources of a great bank at his fingertips.
He can analyse your operations realistically, and
channel an enormous amount of specialist
advice your way. Here are two material benefits
you'll get from a meeting:

1. A thorough background brief on the economie
situation in the country you're visiting: so that
vou will know what questions to ask and how to
Judge the answers vou get.

2. A list of contacts ranging from possible selling
agents, wholesalers, Chambers of Commerce, to

letters of introduction to leading banks in the
country. These introductions will give vou a
certain formal standing which can be surpris-
ingly useful,

When you return home

Your Westminster Manager can help you as
soon as you return. He can organise a credit
report on the agent you appoint. He can even
help you in the setting up of overseas
subsidiaries. The Westminster can give vou all
the economic and commercial facts vou need —
facts vital for a sound policy decision.

Ring your local Manager, or write for ‘A
Handbook for Exporters’. The Westminster
has over 1,350 branches. Head Office : 41
Lothbury, London, EC2. The Ulster Bank has
over 200 branches in Northern Ireland and
the Republic of Ireland. The Westminster
Foreign Bank (another subsidiary) operates
in France and Belgium,
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REGULAR CARGO AND

The New Zealand | rocesnn &2 MARTIN WELDING & CUTTING 0. LTD.

Shipping Company | 2.2

DIVERS ano FROGMEN

UNDERWATER CUTTING BY OXY-
ARC AND OXY-HYDRO METHODS

UNDERWATER WELDING
A SPECIALITY

LOWFIELD STREET, DARTFORD, KENT

Telephone: DARTFORD 21361/2 Night: MEDWAY 51902

Cargo Agents: Birt Potter Westray Ltd., Beaufort House, Gravel lane, E.1.
Passenger Office: 14/16 Cockspur Street, S.W.1.

EstABLISHED 1820

KELLOCK’S | ¢ w ROBERT DEARDS LTD.

Contractors NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD, FINCHLEY, N.12

ENTerprise 1222 (20 lines). TELEX 23423

BROKERS FOR THE SALE, MILLWALL DOCK

PURCHASE AND CONSTRUCTION Regular Services between Dok Offices POPLAR, E.14 Tel.EAsT 3715
UNITED KINGDOM - CONTINENT i TILBURY DOCK

and INDIA ESSEX Tel. TILBURY 2416

General Agents in the U.K.:
STELP & LEIGHTON LIMITED o ; "
9-13 Fenchurch Buildings, Fenchurch St., E.C.3. GENERAL GO(?DS LONG DISTANCES
Telephone; ROYal 3111 Compreliensive BULK LIQUIDS
Freight Brokers for UK., service: ; road transport CONTRACT HIRE
J. H. WACKERBARTH & CO. LIMITED oty REFUSE REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL

r ' N \ 9-13 Fenchurch Buildings, Fenchurch St., E.C.3. . P BUILDING MATERIALS

. KELLOCK & CO. LTD. . . ROY
€N & ' TRphe ROT 2SI EXCAVATING AND GENERAL CONTRACTING

OF ALL SHIPPING PROPERTY.

VALUERS AND AUCTIONEERS

o 38 Freight Brokers in UK. for Connnenral service:
27/31 St. Mary Axe, Cunard Building, Wm. H. MULLER & CO. (LONDON) LTD.
London, E.C.3 Liverpool, 3

Custom House & Wool Quays, Lower Thames St.,

e e e CONTRACTORS TO PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY
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| REGUIAR | ﬁom London to
i SERVICES (N

CORK

DUBLIN
LIVERPOOL
PLYMOUTH
SOUTHAMPTON

BELFAST
ETC.

SEAWAY HOUSE,
338 THE HIGHWAY, LONDON E.|
TEL: STEPNEY GREEN 1800

Regular Freight
and
Passenger Services

ZEALAND‘

PORT LINE LTD-88 LEADENHALL STREET - LONDON EC3 Telephone : AVENUE 1270
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SHIPOWNERS, SHIP BROKERS, |
GENERAL FORWARDING & PASSENGER AGENTS (SEA & AIR)
ROAD HAULAGE, WAREHOUSING

Regular Sa:ﬁnésl to River Plate

FREIGHT ENGAGEMENTS MADE AND GOODS INSURED
AND FORWARDED TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD

~ HOULDER BROTHERS & CO. LTD

Head Office: 53 Leadenhall St., London, E.C.3. Royal 2020

Fast Service to

ARABIAN/
T | PESI

(DEMOLITIONS) | |STRICK & ELLERMAN LINE

ESTABLISHED 1896

Frank C. Strick & Co. Ltd.,

GRA 8881 & 2 12-20 Camomile Street,
London, E.C.3.

Tel: AVEnue 4650 Telex: 233017
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SCINDIA

Fast Cargo Services between

U.K./CONTINENT — INDIA/PAKISTAN
INDIA — U.S.A. (N. Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Ports)
INDIA (Great Lakes and Eastern Canadian Ports)
INDIA — WEST AFRICA — (with Transhipment)
INDIA — BLACK SEA PORTS
LONDON BERTH: No. 8 GREENLAND DOCK, SURREY COMMERCIAL DOCK
L

General Agents in the U.K. and the Continent:

SCINDIA STEAMSHIPS (LONDON) LTD.
KEMPSON HOUSE, CAMOMILE STREET, LONDON, E.C.3
FREIGHT BROKERS:—BAHR BEHREND & CO. LTD., 32/338, DUKES PLACE, LONDON, E.C.3

TIRRENIA
Line

Jrom London

BIBBY LINE

L cameo e |- to Tyrrhenian and
= 2 PJ‘-\SSENGER ‘-_ERV[CE BY =

.:‘7 Adriatic ports
‘\?l \\\\\\ 4 ' Sortnightly
“ \,0\1’\ i\v,\\)dlx\"‘ J: Freight and Passenger Service

RY 0 |-
POR | (e
\ONSow 1.

. _L\ C;) \\k o0

ITALIAN GENERAL SHIPPING LTD.

158, FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C.3

Grams: ITALSHIP — Phone: MAN 6961 — Telex: 22886

Passenger Office: 35, St. James's Street, S.W.1

All enguiries to
BIBBY BROTHERS & CO,,
Martins Bank Building, Water St., LIVERPOOL 2.

Grams: ITALMAR — Phone: WHI 6083 — Telex: 28875

Freight Sub-Agents Birmingham Area:
Brown Jenkinson & Co.Ltd. 75 Harborne Rd. Birmingham 15

Telegrams: BROWNSHIP —Telephone: EDGBASTON 5751
Telex: 338185
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Urited Baltc Corporation Ltd.

21, Mincing Lane, London, E.C.3.

Telephone No:
MANSION HOUSE 3311

Telegraphic Address:
ORIENTEAKO, LONDON.,

Operating regular services:

Between

LONDON, HULL & LEITH

and

GDYNIA/GDANSK

Between

LONDON, HULL, MIDDLESBROUGH,
LEITH & GRANGEMOUTH

and

_ HELSINKI, TURKU/ABO, KOTKA,
- MANTYLUOTO and other Finnish Ports

Between

UNITED KINGDOM PORTS and
LENINGRAD and/or RIGA

NORTH EUROPEAN PORTS to '
NORTH AFRICA, WEST ITALY and SICILY

——— DIRECT SERVICE

I.ONDON

At MV :;ﬁ?s;r COAST ™ N,

- CHANNEL
ISLANDS -

*THROUGH RATES -

EXCELLENT WAREHOUSING
FACILITIES
IN JERSEY:GUERNSEY

COMPANY CONTAINERS AVAILABLE
INSURANCE CAN BE ARRANGED IF REQUIRED

BRITISH CHANNEL ISLANDS SHIPPING Cco LTD
SEAWAY HOUSE, 338 THE HIGHWAY, E.I
PHONE: STEPNEY GREEN, l&00
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PALLETS

MADE BY

EAST

Save
man-hours
Q
Cut costs

From truck to crane

Patent MNo. 697229

Equally at home on truck or crane, takes goods
right from shed to ship without reloading—
saving man-hours, cutting costs! Steel channels
combined with 11" boards, securely bolted top
and bottom, make the pallet a hollow beam of
maximum strength, lightness and durability.
Standard size 6
order.

4' 6" to carry 3 tons, or to

Extensively used by Port Authorities,

Transport and Warehousing Organizations

EAST X SON LTD., BERKHAMSTED,
HERTS.

Makers of Pallets, Stillages, Trucks and Ladders
Telephone: BERKHAMSTED 2255/6/7
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BROWN, JENKINSON & CO. LIMITED.

17-19 Mark Lane, London, E.C.3

Tel: MiNcing Lane 7555 (MINcing Lane 2354*) Grams: BROWN LONDON EC3 Telex: GB LN 262872/3 :
SHIP, FREIGHT, AIR & INSURANCE BROKERS REPRESENTING:— : o
PASSENGER

Australia/South America Line Continent/YVest Coast South America, Pakistan Shipping Line Ltd. : &

Australia to South America via South Africa Continent/Far East. U.K. & Continent/Pakistan & India. '

and vice versa. Continent/Australasia. Parsian Shinning: Seevi
Continent/Indonesia (Hapag) ersian Jhipping Services

*Bugsier Line ) Cilnant /MR ek Bl (N.D;.L.) U.K. & Continent/Persian Gulf Ports. - SERV'CES .'

Weekly sailings, Mersey and Bristol Channel
Ports, Dublin, Cork and Belfast/Hamburg Continent/Canary Islands (N.D.L.) Rioc Grande Line
and Bremen and vice versa, Hamburg-Chicago Linie East Coast Scuth America/South Africa &

Burma Five Star Line Corporation Continent and Glasgow direct to Mon- Far East.
U.K. and Centinent te Rangoon. H"ea:-l&L‘Gma[ Lakes. South African Lines Ltd.
o oegh Line . Continent /South-West and South Africa.
Dﬂ? lf;l:l? Ports /Waest Africa. U.K., Continent & Scandinavia/West Af- s
2 " rica, East Coast U.5.A,/Med., India, Paki- | United Levant Lines

Deutsche Ost-Afrika-Linie, G.m.b.H. :
Continent /South-West and South Africa, St.‘l;_& FapiEasz, Antwerp/Mediterranean Parcs & Agaba.
Euxine Shipping Co, Ltd, *A. Kirsten Passenger & Air Charter Department
U,K.}Medicerravean & ‘Aqaaha. b‘mﬁ%’m:‘:?g:{:& Rhine Ports & Basle. Appointed Brokers, Baltic Exchange Lpnf:ionf
Hamburg-Amerika Linie/Norddeutscher ‘ Air Charters IATA or Independent Airlines;
Lloyd J. Lauritzen Line Passenger Agents all IATA Airlines;
U.K. & Continent/Miami & U.S. Gulf. Liverpool/St. Lawrence (Winter Service), All regular Steamship Lines.

BROWN, JENKINSON & CO. (SHIPPING) LTD. BROWN, JENKINSON & CO. (LIVERPOOL) LTD. i : :
75 Harborne Road, Birmingham, 15 265 Sefton Hiﬁii‘rggélha;ge Buildings, : A RED" SEA - INDIA 'CEYLON

‘ ol, ‘ ; PAKISYAN - BURMA - INDO CHINA

Tel: EDGbaston 5751 Telex: 338185 Tel: CENtral 3742/6 Telex: 62219 ; : : ' MALAYA' - FAR EAST’ - AUSTRALIA .
BROWN, JENKINSON & CO. (SHIPPING) LTD. e L _ NEW- HEBRIDES - NEW CALEDONIA - MADAGASCAR

Leeds 26074 : REUNION - MAURITIUS - EAST AFRICA - SOUTH AFRICA

29 Bardon Chambers, Infirmary Street, Leeds, 1. Tel:

'THE JAMAICA BANANA | | G. BEARE & SONS |
PRODUCERS STEAMSHIP | | | (1956) LTD.

CO. LTD. ! Broma-! g e 'I CARGO SUPERINTENDENTS

| & Co. Ltd. (ESTABLISIED [880)

From LONDON Direct . | [
to SHIP BROKERS for extermination

KINGSTON (JAMAICA) Cithl [0 AeENi of insect pests in
SALE & PURCHASE BROKERS st ] -
Fast Freight and Passenger Services sto::l?d gr?ll“! fnnd
SHIP AGENCY AN urfs an t.mber

-by every modern
ESPECIAL SERVICE
London Agents: | meth °d D D D O D D HEAD OFFICE —

65a Fenchurch St., 1-6 Railway Place. London. I.C.3

KAYE, SON & CO.LTD. T Telephone: Royal 3941/3
STONE HOUSE, BISHOPSGATE, E.C.2 _‘,'I:‘EWND“"FUMIWIDNCG LTD. :
Telegraphic Address: TATHAM Telephone: BlShopsgate 9971 and nﬂll‘:':‘»l\‘ll:l nS‘ LD“\GM e [HOP MBI I DOCK OFFICES

Telex No, 21321 /2 Styal, Witmslow, C!
e R:aq Srielg % e ) AT Shﬂd. West India [k, Laosnidon. E.11

95 Duen S
(Hull 35230) and 6 mobile offices. Telephone: East 4010

Our long experience is at your
service

PLANTATION HOUSE, 31/35 FENCHURCH STREET
LONDON, E.C.3.

Telephone: MANsion House, 8711
Telegrams: Kayakers, Telex, London
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FORWARDING
AGENTS

J. D. HEweTT & Co., L1D.,
Head Office: 92, FENCHURCH STREET, E.C.3.
West End Branch:

Telephone:
ROYal 7491 (10 lines
Tel.: Whitehall 3535 (4 lines)

PITT & SCOTT, LTD.
I 20-24 EDEN GROVYE, LONDON N.7

| Tel: NORcth 7321 Telex: 21857

AND AT
LIVERPOOL, GLASGOW, PARIS, HAYRE.

RoBERTSON, BuckLEY & Co., LTD.,
130/138 MINORIES, LONDON, E.C.3
Tel: Royal 1245 (20 lines) "Grams: Robuckship London Telex

Telex 24310

Shipping, Transport, Warehousing, Passenger, Insurance
Also at Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Hull,
Glasgow, Southampton, and London Airport

TiLTON Sons & Co., LIMITED
0ITY HOUSE, 48 CANNON BTREET, LONDON E.C.4
All Classes of Traffic Handled
CARGO AGENTS FOR ALL AIR LINES
Grams: Tiltonson, Stock, London. Phone: CITY 3077 (3lines)

XXV

109 Jermyn Street, London,S.W.l |
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LIGHTERMEN

AND
BARGE OWNERS

THAMES & GENERAL LIGHTERAGE LTD.
RIVER HOUSE, 11%/121 MINORIES, E.C.3.
Bonded Lightermen, Tug and Barge Owners, Canal and River Craft.
{Contractors to the Port of London Authority)
Telephone and Telegrams: ROYal 3434

W. J. R. WHITEHAIR, LIMITED.
31ST. DUNSTAN'S LANE, LONDON, E.C.3

Bonded Licensed Lightermen, Tug and Barge Owners
(Contractors to the Port of London Authority)
Telephone Numbers: Mincing Lane 1711 Buckhurst 7459

CLeMENTS KNowLING & Co., LTD..
FERRY WHARF, BRENTFORD
Lighterage to the Western area.
Telephone: ISLeworth 6231/2/3

shippl.n‘ & Forwarding, Warchousing, Haulage.
Export Packing - One of the Propeller Group

Offices st London Alrport, Liverpool, Leicester,
Glasgow, Hull, Cardiff, Herwich, Southampton

Phone: ROYAL 8874

THAMES & GENERAL

LIGHTERAGE LIMITED

Lighterage Haulage Wharfage
Fleet of Over 600 Barges & 21 Tugs
Including Tank Craft— Canal Craft

Insulated Craft

Competitive Through Delivery Rates

Contractors to P.L.A. and British
Railways

Head Office:
RIVER HOUSE, 119/121 MINORIES,
LONDON E.C.3
Telephone: ROYal 3434 (20 lines)

JOHNSON LINE

STOCKHOLM SWEDEN
FAST REGULAR
FREIGHT- REFRIGERATION- AND
PASSENGER-SERVICES :

NORTH PACIFIC - LIVERPOOL, LONDON,
Continent & Scandinavia

SOUTH PACIFIC - Continent, Scandinavia &
Baltic

- Sweden & Baltic

- Continent, Sweden &
Baltic

BRAZIL
RIVER PLATE

U.K. General Agents:

A. JOHNSON & CO. (LONDON) LTD.

PLANTATION HOUSE, FENCHURCH STREET, E.C.3.
Telephone:” MIN. 5831

SCRUTTONS LTD,

Cargo handling operations undertaken
throughout the Port of London

FINLAND LINE
-

-

MODERN EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES FOR SHIP AND

QUAY OPERATIONS IN ALL DOCKS AND FOR CARGOES

DISCHARGED IN THE RIVER THAMES AND AT PURFLEET
DEEP WHARF, ESSEX.

Experienced staff for Superintendence, Cargo Documentation,
and Tallying.

Dock offices with telephone facilities and mobile offices in all dock areas.

COLONIAL HOUSE, MINCING LANE, LONDON, E.C.3.

and at
LIVERPOOL, GLASGOW and BELFAST.

Tel: MANsion House 0816.




GORY ASSOCGIATED WHARVES LTD.

and their subsidiary companies
ROBERTSON, BUCKLEY & CO. LTD. and
WEBER, SMITH & HOARE (Overseas) LTD.

offer a complete service to

importers and shippers.

WHARFINGERS, WAREHOUSE KEEPERS,
COLD STORAGE, SHIPPING & FORWARDING
AGENTS. LAND, SEA & AIR TRANSPORT.

130-138 MINORIES, LONDON, E.C.3
Telephone: RO Yal 1245

Published by Printed by
THE PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY WILLIAMS LEA AND COMPANY LIMITED
London EC3 London EC2




