
This copy of the General Directions for Navigation in the Port of London shows the differences 
between the General Directions issued 1 March 2021 (and updated 1 September 2023) and the 
General Directions implemented on 1 November 2024. 

Changes are shown as blue for deletions and additions and as green for text that has been moved.  

It has been created to assist the user in identifying changes only and should not be used for 
navigation. 
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1 March 2021 and are updated as of 1 September 2023

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  AND INTERPRETATION

a) ”  
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” normally navigating within the Thames, 
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b) “Certificate of Compliance” means a certificate issued to a Vessel where it has been 
assessed against the Technical Requirements for the Issue of a Certificate of 
Compliance; 
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and also the Creeks to the north and west of Canvey Island and of the island known as 
Leigh Marsh or Two Tree island, which are: 
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ad ”  for the Safe Operation 
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Note: A PEC is only relevant to a Vessel for which Pilotage is compulsory. 

au ”

 Vessel;

av

”

aw ”
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ay ” Survey

Certification 1995 and in addition, 

includes Vessels which are bareboat chartered

az



 

”

ba) “Propulsion Requirements & Dimensional Limitations” means the PLA publication containing Vessel 
size limitations and manoeuvring aid(s) requirements, available from the PLA and published on its 
website and as updated from time to time as notified in advance by a Notice to Mariners; 

”
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bd ”  

Note: Within the Thames a Harbourmaster or his authorised representative may, using all available 
information, decide that Restricted Visibility prevails in a particular area or at a particular time or is 
likely to prevail and inform shipping as appropriate. 
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Note: Within these General Directions defined terms will always be capitalised and should therefore be 
interpreted as per these definitions. 

 

c) 

and at 

all times, and a General Direction addressed to a Master shall be deemed to apply to 
the Vessel of which he is the Master; 

 

d) gender; and 

words in the singular shall include the plural and vice versa; and 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 normally operating primarily in the Thames

, 

establishing draught

, passage

may inspected

Harbourmaster

 

 

Any new intra-port passenger or freight service



 

With regard to towage operations, this formal agreement will cover: 

i) the fleet of towing Vessels; 

ii) the number, sizes and arrangements of towed objects; 

iii) the anchoring arrangements; 

iv) berths to be serviced; and 

v) any other mitigation measures, as agreed by the Harbourmaster. 

1.1 Vessels applying for a Certificate of Compliance must have their generic Port Passage 

Plan formally agreed by the Harbourmaster prior to commencing operations. 
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Note: A full list of current reporting points is published on charts and in the relevant Admiralty List of 

Radio Signals, Notices to Mariners and the PLA Handbook of Tide Tables andPLA’s Port 
Information Guide. 

 

 

 

 

NOTIFICATION

 

bunkers

bunkers ,

bunker cargo

master

 

From  July 2024, all commercial

sewage
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Note: The PLA encourages the adoption of the IMO’s ‘Standard Marine Communication Phrases’ in all VHF 
communications on the Thames. 
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 , or oil or gas jetty in the Thames
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emergency or with the permission of the Harbourmaster
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except with the permission of London VTS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Details of the towing operation approval process can be obtained from the Harbourmaster. 
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DIMENSIONAL LIMITATIONS

Propulsion Requirements & Dimensional Limitations

Note: Details of these requirements & limitations can be obtained from the Harbourmasterrelevant 
section of the Code of Practice for Craft Towage Operations on the Thames. 

 

 UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLES

An Vehicle

first obtaining 

Note: Details on how to obtain this permission can be sought from the Harbourmaster.

 

1.2 Gallions Reach – London City Airport 
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1.3 London Cable Car 
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1.4 Tower Bridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5 Reporting to London VTS 

 

 

1.6 Navigational Spans 

1.7 Thames Barrier Closures 

1.8 Overtaking and Manoeuvring Restrictions 



 

1.9 Restrictions on Anchoring 

 



 

 A Vessel must not 

1.10 Navigation in Restricted Visibility 

0.5 nautical mile. 

1.11 Vessels Under Sail 
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Notes: The arrangements for registering a Vessel will be promulgated by the PLA. 

In the context of this Direction, ‘occasionally’ means where a Vessel is navigated, worked or Moored 

within an area of the Thames not more than three times in any 12 month period, and on each such 

occasion, is navigated, worked or Moored within that area for no more than 48 hours; 
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Vessels

  

PROGRAMME

From 1 January 2024, an

 

 



 

 

Note: The PLA will issue guidance onInformation regarding the Thames CPD programme and its 

CPD requirements.may be found on the website thamescpd.co.uk 
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