
PORT OF LONDON ACT 1968 
(as amended) 

The following is an updated version of the original Port of London Act 1968 as at January 
2014.  Although every effort has been made to ensure the amendments reflect the current 
position, the original sources must be consulted where complete accuracy of the wording is 
required.

This version will be updated from time to time.  Any inaccuracies found should be reported 
to the Port of London Authority. 

A few notes have been inserted to assist the reader trace original sources, meanings or cross 
references, but where acts or orders are referred to these are constantly changing and the 
notes will, from time to time, be out of date.   

The reader should carry out his or her own research as to whether the acts or orders referred 
to are still in force and still applicable. 
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Port of London Act 1968 

CHAPTER xxxii 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 
PART I 

Section            PRELIMINARY 
1. Short title. 
2. Interpretation. 

PART II 

CONSTITUTION OF THE PORT AUTHORITY 

3. Constitution. 
4. Proceedings. 

PART III 

DUTIES AND GENERAL POWERS OF THE PORT AUTHORITY 

5. General duties and powers. 
5A General duties and powers of the Company 
5AA Company's functions subordinate to Port Authority's functions 
6. Public access to port premises. 
7. Hydrographic surveys. 
8. Annual report. 
9. Returns and statistics. 
10. Power to acquire undertakings. 
11. Powers relating to land. 
12. Powers relating to legislation. 
13. Power to acquire securities, lend money and give guarantees. 
14. Construction of vessels. 
15. Powers formerly exercisable by the Crown and City of London. 
16. Arrangements, etc., with British Railways Board. 
17. Donations and subscriptions. 
18. Refreshment rooms. 
19. Staff benefits. 
20. Staff housing. 

PART IV 

THE FINANCES OF THE PORT AUTHORITY 

(a) Charges

21. Power to make certain charges. 
22. Charges regulations. 
23. Arrangements with Commissioners of Customs and Excise. 
24. Compounding arrangements and rebates. 
25. Canal Tolls and Charges No.6 (River Lee, etc.) Order Confirmation Act, 1894, not to apply to Thames. 
26. Charges for Richmond footbridge. 
27. Exemption from charges at Richmond lock and slipway. 
28. Exemption from charges for Crown, etc. 
29. Exemption from port rates for bunker fuel and fish. 
30. Exemption from port rates for goods in transit. 
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31. Exemption from port rates for estuary traffic. 
32. Further exemption for estuary traffic. 
33. Exemption from river duties of tonnage. 
34. Exemption from navigation tolls. 
35. Payment of charges. 
36. Security for charges. 
37. Certificate of payment. 
38. Entry on vessels. 
39. Recovery and enforcement of charges. 
40. Refusal of customs clearance. 
41. Claims for repayment of port rates. 
42. Liens for port rates. 
43. Weighing, etc., of goods for purposes of port rates. 
44. False information and evasion of charges. 
45. Refusal to pay charges for landing place. 

(b) Financial management and borrowing powers 

46. Port fund. 
47. Application of Port Authority's revenue. 
48. Borrowing powers. 
49. Temporary loans. 
50. Lenders not to be concerned with application of money lent. 
51. Port Authority not bound to recognise any trust. 
52. Ranking of port stock. 
53. Stock regulations. 
54. Miscellaneous rights of stockholders and others. 
55. Regulations relating to bonds. 
56. Power to charge interest to capital. 
57. General reserve. 
58. Saving for powers of the Treasury. 
59. Accounts and audit. 

PART V 

THE THAMES 

(a) Operations of the Port Authority 
60. Dredging and improvement. 
61. Protection in relation to dredging. 
62. Works in the Thames. 
63. Removal of private moorings. 
64. Use of Thames water. 
65. Reclaiming creeks, etc. 

(b) Control of works and dredging 

66. Licensing of works. 
67. Consideration for licence. 
68. Exemption for works authorised or powers conferred before 17th August, 1894. 
69. Appeal to Board of Trade. 
70. Works not to be constructed, etc., without works licence. 
71. Works to be within nearest parish. 
72. Vesting of embanked land. 
73. Licensing of dredging, etc. 
74. Crown property. 
75. Lands above mean high water level. 

(c) Obligations relating to tidal works 

76. Works to be approved by Board of Trade. 
77. Provision against danger to navigation. 
78. Abatement of works abandoned or decayed. 
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79. Survey of tidal works. 
80. Permanent lights on tidal works. 

(d) Landing places 

81. Port Authority's landing places. 
82. Transfer of landing places by Greater London Council. 
83. Charges by transferee of landing place to which public have access. 
84. Replacement of marked landing places. 
85. Agreements about calling at landing places. 

(e) Fish 

86. Area of jurisdiction relating to fish. 
87. Entry on fishing vessel. 

(f) Richmond lock, footbridge, etc. 

88. Maintenance of Richmond works and working of sluices. 

(g) Miscellaneous 

89. Construction of references to Trinity High Water. 
90. Entry on land to survey, etc. 
91. Times when public use of Thames may be restricted. 
92. Abatement of nuisances. 
93. Flood prevention. 

PART VI 

PREVENTION OF POLLUTION 

94. Interpretation in Part VI. 
95. Application to Thames area of enactments relating to pollution. 
96. Scheme for exercise of pollution prevention functions. 
97. Transitional provisions relating to pollution. 
98. Exemptions for local  authorities and for trade effluent. 
99. Powers to Greater London Council. 
100. Reports. 
101. Power for Minister to give directions. 
102. Exclusion of certain functions of a river authority in Thames area. 
103. Amendment of Schedule to the Clean Rivers (Estuaries and Tidal Waters) Act, 1960. 
104. Saving for Port Authority's licensing powers. 
105. Saving for navigation, etc. 
106. Map of Thames Area. 
107. Control of trade effluent by local authorities. 

PART VII

VESSELS AND NAVIGATION 

(a) Regulation of vessels in the Thames and the docks 

108. General rules for navigation. 
109. Vessels adrift. 
110. Overcrowding of vessels. 
111. General directions to vessels in the Thames. 
112. Special directions to vessels in the Thames. 
113. Directions to vessels at the docks. 
114. Publication of designations and general directions. 
115. Manner of giving special directions. 
116. Master's responsibility to be unaffected. 
117. Failure to comply with directions. 
118. Enforcement of directions. 
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119. Regulation of crowds. 

(b) Obstructions and similar hazards to navigation 

120. Power to raise and remove vessels sunk, etc. 
121. Removal of obstructions other than vessels. 
122. Removal of projections. 
123. Repair of landing places and embankments. 

(c) Registration of lighters, tugs and boats 

124. Unlicensed vessels not to be navigated. 
125. Power to refuse or revoke or suspend a licence. 
126. Appeals. 
127. Inaccurate or lost licences. 
128. Registers to record mortgages, etc., and to be open to inspection. 
129. Charges in relation to vessels. 
130. Repealed. 
131. Repealed. 
132. Repealed. 

(d) Miscellaneous 

133. Lights detrimental to navigation. 
134. Damage by a vessel. 
135. Interfering with moorings. 
136. Giving false draught. 
137. Boarding vessels. 
138. Identity of master. 

PART VIII 

WATERMEN AND LIGHTERMEN 

139. Register of watermen and lightermen. 
140. Fees for licences and list of fares. 

PART IX
GOODS TRAFFIC 

(a) General

141. Account of imports to be given to Port Authority  
142. Power to survey goods. 
143. Power to remove goods. 
144. Removal and disposal of offensive goods. 
145. Customs entry by Port Authority. 
146. Warrants for goods. 
147. Passes for goods. 
148. Accommodation for customs officers. 

(b) Safety precautions 

149. As to entry of dangerous goods. 
150. Notice concerning dangerous goods. 
151. Contravention of petroleum spirit byelaws. 
152. Inspection of landing places. 
153. Under-declaration of weight of goods. 

PART X 

THE PORT AUTHORITY'S POLICE FORCE 

154. Appointment, etc., of constables. 
155. Area of authority. 
156. Powers of constables. 
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157. Unlawful possession. 
158. Services of police force at specified premises 
159. Port police federation. 
160. Impersonating a port constable. 

PART XI

BYELAWS 

161. Byelaws for port premises. 
162. Thames byelaws. 
163. Fishing byelaws. 
164. Watermen and lightermen byelaws. 
165. Craft and boat byelaws. 
166. Dangerous goods byelaws. 
167. Fines for breach of byelaws. 
168. Confirmation of byelaws. 
169. Proof of byelaws. 
170. Arrest of offender against byelaws. 

PART XII 

THE SURREY CANAL 

171. Power to operate Surrey Canal. 
172. Surrey Canal charges and conditions. 
173. Canal Tolls and Charges No. 6 (River Lee, etc.) Order Confirmation act, 1894, not to apply to Surrey Canal. 
174. Offences to Surrey Canal. 

PART XIII 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

(a) General 

175. Application of Town and Country Planning Acts to Port Authority's land. 
176. Modification of advertising requirements of Harbours Act 1964. 
177. Removal of vehicles at port premises. 
178. Exemption from rates. 
179. Millwall docks: exemption from London Building Acts. 
180. Obligations as to bridges, lights, roads, etc. 
181. Access for government officers. 
182. Docks deemed to be in port of London. 
183. Authentication of Port Authority's documents. 
184. Service of documents. 
185. Port Authority's publications. 
186. Crown rights. 
187. Certain powers not exercisable in Medway approach area and areas off Southend-on-Sea and Sheerness. 
188. Duchy of Lancaster may sell land to Port Authority. 
189. Saving for London Transport Board. 
190. Saving for Postmaster General. 
191. Saving for corporation of the city of London. 
192. Saving for rights, etc., of Temples. 
193. For protection of the Essex County Council. 
194. Saving for the Trinity House. 
195. For protection of statutory undertakers. 
196. Application of Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, to local lights. 
197. For protection of the Metropolitan Water Board. 
198. For protection of the Essex and Kent River Authorities. 

(b) Offences 

199. Traffic offences on dock roads. 
200. Prohibition on pollution, etc., of Thames and docks. 
201. Non-compliance with officer's orders, obstruction, etc. 
202. Obstructing bridges. 
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203. Extinguishing lamps. 
204. Offences of bribery, etc. 

(c) Legal proceedings 

205. Institution and defence of proceedings. 
206. Offences triable summarily. 
207. Jurisdiction of justices. 

PART XIV 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

208. Repeals. 
209. Saving of section 68 of the Port of London (Consolidation) 
 Act, 1920. 
210. Amendment of Port of London and Midland Railway 
 Act, 1922. 
211. Amendment of Medway Conservancy Act 1963. 
212. Transitional provisions. 
213. Meaning of" port of London". 
214. Amendment of related enactments. 
215. Inquiries by the Minister and Board of Trade. 
216. Costs of Act. 

 SCHEDULES: 
Schedule 1- Description of port limits. 

Schedule 2- Constitution and proceedings of the Port Authority- 

 Part I - Provisions relating to members of the Port Authority 
 Part II - Proceedings 

Schedule 3- Rules of the Port of London Authority Pension Fund. 

Schedule 4- Licensing appeals to the Board of Trade. 

Schedule 5-  
 Part I- Scheme for the exercise of pollution prevention functions 
 Part II- Enactments relating to pollution applied within the Thames area. 

Schedule 6- Form of declaration for a person appointed to be a constable in the Port Authority's police force. 

Schedule 7- Maintenance operation and lighting of bridges, footways and other works. 

Schedule 8- Powers not exercisable in the Medway approach area and off Southend-on-Sea and Sheerness. 

Schedule 9- Repeals- 

 Part I- Enactments repealed 
 Part II- Orders revoked. 

Schedule 10-  

 Part I- Section 68 of the Port of London (Consolidation) Act, 1920 
 Part II- Definitions applicable to Section 68 of the Port of London (Consolidation) Act, 1920. 

Schedule 11- Transitional provisions. 


